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SRl LANKA FACT FI LE - 2008

Land Area: 65, 610 sg. km

Bxcludng Inand Viters: 62,336 sq. km

Locat i on: 830 kns North of the equator, df the
Suherntipd Inda

Geogr aphy: Excl udi ng I nl and Vet er -62, 336 sq kns

Hghest Viterfa | -Banbar akanda-241
neters H ghest Peak-H dur ut hal agal a-2524
neters Longest R ver -Mahawel i -335 kns

< ""l.ﬂt'.:'ll...*.. ,3;1'9 E'l""'I@-Jﬁ." Cbpltd:. . Si Jayawar denapur a
'=|'"| g : Qommercial Capital:  Col onbo
i v i : . National Day: February, 04

Adninistrative Lhits: 9 Rovinces, 25 Dstricts
25% Dvisional Secretariats, 160 Hectorates

§) Ginate: Tenper at ur e( Mean annual ) 27°c in the LoAand,
Laal by sy -...-L..lt:;p_l l..il'.‘.-".El "ﬂ""...:."r £ 15% at Nvarael i ya( A titudel800m Rl ative

b o oo en e ey Wl Hinidity varies from70%during t he Day t 090%
| ..~;..mﬁ‘:ﬂ'm:ﬂt-tmc‘“ ‘-!:_ N a Nght.Rin Fal | (anu) 25000mto over in Suth

el O8E EOCK ! Vést of the Island Less than 1250nmin North

§ o 1 Veést and South Bast of the Island. =

Rai ny Seasons;
Sout h Vst Mbonsoon-(My to August)
North East Mbnsoon-( Novenier to February)

Total Popul ati on: 19, 887,000 (Ml e-49% Fenal e-51%

o & Q8 ) ' Density per sg. km -304 per sons
Gonhrate-0. 943%

Languages: S nhal 3 Tan| and Engl i sh

Bhnicity: S nhal a-74% Si Lankan Tanil s-12. 6%
I ndi an Tannl s-4. 6%
Moors-7.2% Qhers-1. 6%

Rligas Buddhi st - 8% Mislim8%  Hndu- 7%
@ridian - 6%  Lhspeci fied- 10%
Literacy rate 93% (Ml e 92% Fenal e- 89%)

Life expectancy at hirth: 75 Years (Mle- @®: Fenale - M)
Educational Attainnent: No Schooling-80%  FRinary - 30. 2%
Secondary -37.2%%  Tatiay - 23. 9%

Total nunber of School s: 10, 363( Gover nnent - 9678, Rivate - 85 and
Privaes - 600) Sudents Popul ation: 3,942, 327

<.

Si lalafad Rle
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Total Fertility Rate (THR): (2 chil dren per vonan
Gont racepti ve preval ence Rate (GPR: 1549 years 70.8 per cent

CPR nmoder n net hods: 49.5 per cent
(PR Tradi tional net hods: 21. 3 per cernt
Infant Mrtality Rte: 191,00 livehrths

HV A LS Positives Cases: 996 (Ml e- 60% Fenal e- 40%
Nunber of Persons living wth HV. 4,000 (178 di ed)
Abortions: 530 per day

Qiicide Rate: 22 per 100, 000

Communi cati ons: 14 TV channel s; 02 Gabl e TV Channel s,
41 Radi o channel s(14 Gover nnent +27 Fri vat e)
31 broadsheet Newspapers, 61 weeklies and Mnt hl y Newspaper s

TV &ts 41mlion TV M ewers: 136mllion
Cedit Gxrds: 904, 903
Internet Wsers: OL mllion

Gonput er Literacy:
Land / CDNMA Phones:

16. 1% (U ban 29%/ Rural 13%
GBmllion Mbile Phones: ®mllion

Hectricity: 220-240\0l t s
Aaladlity of dectricity,. 62%
Availability of aTV 67%

Qurrency & Equi val ents: US$ 1=108 SL Rupees
EURO 1 =146 SL Rupees
Serling Pound 1 = 187 S Rupees
Annual per capita incone: US$ 1000
Forest Qover: 24%
Veter Falls: 382 (v sril arkavaterfd | s. net)
Access to saf e drinking vater: Wrban-826; Rura -35%

Agriculture: The nai n food crops grown are rice,
nai ze, sorghumand pul ses. The nai n
cash crops gom for expart aretes,
rubber, sugar cane.

Garnent s, Genstones, Tea, Rubber,
Gconut  and Tediles

Annual @P per Capita: $ 4,100

Labour Force: Aricuture-33% Industry and
conmer ce-23% Srvices & Qhers-44%

Popul ati on bel ow Poverty Line: 22%
| Gurtesy: www dhar man. i nfo

My or exports:
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CARE Internalicnal™s Vision

Wea seak g world of hape, folerance and social
|ustice, where poverty hos been overcome and
people Ive in dignity and securify. CARE
Imharnariona| Wil be o giobal tonce and poriner of
chialce within a wordwlde movement dedicated o

ending poverty. We will be known evanywhene for
our unshakable commitmeant 1o the dignily of
people.

CARE 56 Lanka - Prograrm Godal
We promise to be a Driving Force in a mosement
towards lasting Peacs, Prospadity and Dignity for all.

About CARE Infemational In Sri Lanka

CARE Infernational 5r Lanko [CARE) wos established
in 1950 with a focus on food secusity and improving
maternal and child health. Todaoy, CARE works fo
oddress the ool couses of poverty and
rmarginalizatisn of vainerable groups By Building
e gkills of local communities and proamating good
governance within both govemment and
community anganizafions. CARE's integrabed
program in 5 Lanka focuses on three main forget
groups in spacific geographlc areds! poor nal
communites in the dry 2o0ne: conflici-ofmachad
populations in the north and east: ond residents of
S Lanka's tea, rubber and coconul planalicns.
Following the indion Ocean 1sunarmi in December
2004 CARE 5 Lonka expanded its work to suppaort
tsunomi survivoss in seven of the worst-offecied
cistricts, CARE S Lonka's strofegic plan tocuses an
paoce bullding: govarnoncs; sustaingbde
Ivedindede; gander equity; emengency
preparedneds and disasber fsk reduchon.
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The Business for Peace Alliance
Sri Lanka’s Regional Business Network
for Conflict Transformation,

Regional Empowerment and corporate
social Responsibility

The Business for Peace Alliance
Nao. 7/9, Harmers Avenue,
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+94 11 2363051

+94 11 2363052

+94 11 2363053

kapilagamage@gmail.com

wWww. bpa-srilanka.com
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About SLEJF.
Sri Lanka Environmental Journalists Forun{SLEJF) Mssion:
To pronote patidpatory nanagenent to ensure sust ai nabl e hunan devel opnent
through better conmuni cation and enpowernent of conmunities.

9EIFs Msion. Pronoting participatory nanagenent
for environnent d sust andility.

SLEJF is a Rblic Interest, not for profit organization coomtted to
restoring, protecting and pronoting environnental journalismand sustai nabl e Hinan
Devel opnent rights to vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

S EF was established in January 1987, wth support fromthe Si Lanka
Government, Lhited Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Paci fi c(UN-ESCAP) and United Nations Environment Progran(UNEP). SLEJF
enphasi zes nonitoring and coordinati on, vi gorous advocacy of environmental
educat i on, publ i ¢ awareness, justice principles and practica assistance prograns. The
S EJF nandate covers both professional and public interests of Journalists. LEIF
has devel oped special nedia traing prograns in environnental and Devel opnent
Journalism9nce its inception, SEIF has trained over 10,000 journa sts.lts Secretariat
receives the assistance of 08 full-tine staff, 07 Gnsultants and nany vol unteers.
SLEJF Library of nearly 1,500 press clipping books has access to research @Ts,
DDs and other naterial.

S EJF grateful |y acknow edges the fol | owing generous benefactors who
contributed to S.EJF during the past two decades. S EJF especial ly recogni zes the
contributions of tine resources nade by its National partners not listed here, whose
support and commitnent are crucial to the overall success of SLEJF sponsored
initiatives.Sri  Lanka Government, UN ESCAP, UNEP, UNDP, GEF, UNESCO,
Commonweal t h Foundati on, AusAl D, Royal Norwegi an Enbassy,Bitish Hgh
Commi ssi on, Royal Net herl ands Enbassy, Friedri ch Naumann Sif ttung, H VG5, , US-
AEP, ADB Vr| d Bank, Asi aFoundati on, | UON Briti sh Gounci |, FCE, Japan Envi ronnent &
Foundation, Austraian AM, Fredskorpset and nany others.

This Medi a Qui de woul d not have been possi bl e \
w t hout the support of the nai n sponsor, principa sponsors,
co-sponsors and nedi a princi pal sponsors.
W woul d i ke to thank those who had an input tothe
drectory as contributors and critical readers.

The editor encourages the disseninationof itswrk and
Wl pronptly respond to further infornati on and
requests for nore copies. Elitor’'s post;

SL Environnental Journal i sts Forum

PO Box 26

434/ 3 i Jayawar denapur a.

Tel ephone: +94( 0) 11- 5648151, 071-2733986 Fax: +94(0) 11-276 84 06
Q—Enai I: af ej chai r man@ahoo. com € ournal ists@ tnet.lk

PREFACE

Ayubowan - Welcome to Dharman’s Media Guide(DMG)
8th Edition.The SLEJF has a vital role to play in meeting the
challenges facing humankind across Sri Lanka and developing the
Millennium Declaration goals that have been set.The SLEJF is
indispensable for strengthening the structures for building
environment and sustainable human development. The purpose of
this DMG is to help media and public to communicate more
effectively with each other. Nearly 2000 contact details related to
media all over Sri Lanka and Overseas are listed in this DMG edition.
It is a Herculean task we have taken on our shoulders and it is not
easy to publish a directory of this nature every year.

Serving the media and the public over a few decades we
initiated this project with a deep understanding of the utility of a
directory as a useful tool to both the journalists and the general

[\S)
w

public. It is with your ardent support that we are able to fulfill our
duty by the people involved in the media.

The DMG ventured to collect information and compile as a
dossier to help working both media and public. It had its origin as
a result of attending the French Journalists Association and
Dhaka Press Club meetings in early 90’s.1 was inspired by what |
happened to admire in both events and that led me to take the
initiative on behalf of Sri Lankan media. Giving credit where it is
due, | must say that Sri Lanka saw the first media Guide in 1974
edited by former editor of Saturday Review & my senior media
colleague late Gamini Navarathne. He had it issued with updates
for four years. Since then we come across Media Guides published
by Muslim Media Forum(SLMMF) headed by our good friend NM
Ameen. Since 1995 SLMMF has released three media directories.
The Government Department of Information 1978 began printing
in the form of a booklet and in 2007 the Department issued a
directory with a better format under the guidance of DI, Anusha
Palpita. But DMG has been acclaimed as the best, the one and only
comprehensive media directory, which is coherent, consistent
and reliable. This is proved beyond any doubt from the fact that
there is a growing demand for DMG every Year.

Pref ace



8th Hition

Lanka -

Charnan’s Media Qiide of i

N
~

The DMG we present to you includes nearly 2000 contact
details of persons working for both print, electronic and on-line
media in the country. This DMG makes an important contribution
towards explaining the broad system of Sri Lankan media. In
view of the tremendous tasks with humankind in view of the
multi - faceted potential offered by a vast variety of good-willed
players, | wish this DMG wide circulation. May it help combine
the forces needed to make Sri Lanka a more peaceful place and
to strengthen each Individual’s right to freedom from want,
freedom from fear and freedom to live in dignity.

Please contact us to update or correct the information
found in this DMG about your organization and use the form we
have inserted in the media guide to keep us informed all
changes(see page 277).We look forward for your assistance to
obtain the details of other newspapers / media organizations
etc, not listed in this edition(see page279).Also you can either
E-mail, mail or fax the intended changes to the address given in
the DMG.

In the meantime we hope this DMG proves to be an useful
resource and tool for those outside and inside the Sri Lankan
media who wish to know more about the media relations with

_external constituencies. We would welcome any comments,

observations and suggestions from those that read, use and
become familiar with the contents of this DMG volume..

With best wishes,
Editor - Dharman’s Media Guide(DMG).

About the Editor: Dharman Wickremaratne was born in Matara and
is the doyen of the environmental journalism in Sri Lanka. He has
trained and coached 9,872 working, free lance, amateur as well as
provincial journalists in 19 districts during the last two decades and
promoted the environmental communication message since 1983 as a
jJjournalist,editor,trainer,activist and lobbyist. Dharman was the
President of Bangkok based Asia Pacific Forum of environmental
Jjournalists(APFEJ),President of the Dhaka based Commonwealth
Environmental Journalists Association(CEJA) and founder editor of the
Paris based International Federation of Environmental
Journalists(IFEJ).He has written more than 50 books on media,
conservation, nature travel subjects and recipient of numerous awards
including the UNEP Global 500 and International Green Pen. He is a
visiting lecturer of the University of Colombo.
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June, 26

June, 26
July, 05
July, 11
August, 09

August, 12
Sept enber, B
Sept enber, 15
Sept enber, 16
Sept enber, 21
Cct ober, QL
Gctober , 01
Cct ober, b
Cct ober, 6
Cct ober, 8

Cct ober,
Cct ober, 10

International Day of |nnocent
Chil dren M cti mof Aggressi ons

Vérl d Envi ronnent Day.

Vérl d Gonbat Deserti fi cation and
Drought Day.

Vér| d Ref ugee Day.

International Day Agai nst Drug Abuse
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Internati onal Day of Denocracy
VWrld zone Day.

Vér| d Peace Day.

International Childrens Cay.
International Cay for the Bderly
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Decenber, @ International Day for the Abdlition of
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Decenber, 18 International Mgrants Day

| Gurtesy: waw dhar man. i nfo
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