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01 IN THE IZlJSTI

hey were nmonents filledwth

trepidation. Absol ute trepidation. Pathma has

abject fears of even recalling the events whi ch

ledtoit, barringta king extensively about it. She

isin a state of trauma. That itself epitonses
the fear psychosis of the events of Decenber 26, 2004.

Her nane is KB Pathma. Chri st hogu Baduge Pathma is her
full name. Also with her were her husband Gal appat hthi Véduge
Dayapala along with their elder twn boys and her younger
daughter. Despite her being 41 years of age, sheis the nerve centre
of the famly providing the fortitude to the husband and famly. It
was at Maradanawatte in the Kottegoda area on the Southern
coastal belt that this fanily was eking out an existence, acutely
consci ous of the daunting chall enges of life.

Wiile Pathna’'s el der tw ns Saneera Madhushan and
Saneer a Nadeeshan were studyi ng for their QCE Advanced Level
examnation in 2006 in the mathenati cs stream daughter Jayani
Madhurangi was in the seventh standard. It was not only for the
sustenance of the family that their father was scaling the storny
seas as a fisherman, but al so for supporting his 75 year ol d not her
who was living in close proxinity.
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Pathna did not approve of her husband’'s untiring efforts
solely in keeping the hone fires burning and it was she al so who
put her shoul der to the wheel to suppl enent the i ncone. This was
alsoinstrunental in bal anci ng the expenses of the househol d. The
Padna - Dayapal a coupl e were not only instrunental in providing
education for their three children, but they were successful in
financing the tuition classes for the tw sons as well. They were
also planning the future of their only daughter as well. They woul d
be aptly described as a traditional family in the Kottegoda area
which would also nean that they were independent and not a
social burden to the people in the area

owever , tre havoc that wecked on the norni ng

of Decenber 26, 2004 defied not only human

i magi nation but al so sinple logic. They were aware

of the fact that the seas were rough that norni ng

but none of themever inagined that they woul d

create a stormof this nature. It was neant to be an
ordinary day and the citizens on the coastal belt were goi ng about
their business as usual. Wiat the inhabitants of the area did not
expect was their houses to be subnerged wth the sea was getting
rougher and rougher .

It was not only to Pathn& s house, but to the entire village
that the carnage was instrunental in destroying. It was al so at that
fateful nonent that her thoughts were flashing about her nother
as wel . Looking at that nonent she coul d not even recogni ze her
not her’ s house. The reason being the angry waves scal i ng over
that house as well. It was then that she started running while
carrying her nother away in escape while her own brother was
battling the angry waves. It is indeed fortunate that she was awnay
fromthe waves whi ch was the fact that she is aive.

There were the sounds and the reverberations of people in

the vicinity who were screaning and cryi ng in angui sh and despar.
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Wth the passage of tine the seas began to subside. Wiile
Pat hma was wendi ng her way to her house, what she saw was a
nmass of destruction. Her house had disappeared ! If there was a
cause for satisfactionandjoy inthat fateful day, it vas thefact thet
her brother had saved their nother. That was not only a day whi ch
shook Si Lanka but the whole world. Wat was created over
generations interns of housing and property wth val uabl e hunan
lives were destroyed wthin mnutes. It is wth profound sorrow
that Pathna says that 38 of her nei ghbours were swept away wth
the tsunam. Pathna cannot bear her mute grief when she recalls
the loss of her children's books and other val uabl e property they
lost a year ago.

A chy | ater, mecember 27, 2004 did not daw in the
sanme nanner of the previous day. It was not an ordinary day. It
was a deep sense of insecurity into her future that envel oped
Pathma while all she could hear from the nei ghbourhood were
screeches and crying. It was atotal weck that she was surrounded
wth. Her worldwas totally destroyed. Al personal bel ongi ngs were
al so gone. She vas | eft wth her fanly and t he survi vi ng nei ghbours.
It was wthin mnutes that an economcal |y i ndependent househol d
had razed to the ground. Al their econonmic and other social
aspirations had been dashed. This has been the unani nous
sentinment anong the inmates of not only in her village but
everywhere el se as well.

It was at that stage that nunerous anounts of |ocal and
international agencies started arriving at her village with aid and
other anenities for the revival of the hundreds of |ocations which
vere battered in the tsunani. Wiile they were used to the cl ot hes
that were tailored for themand what they purchased, now they
had to adopt thensel ves to what was handed over to them There
was no alternative. It was the tsunami nonster whi ch destroyed an
ot herw se noderately confortabl e and secure life.
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However, Pathnma was firnhy resol ved to overcone t he sudden
change in her life in the afternath of all the earning capacities
and the econonic opportunities in the wake of the tsunanm
dtermath. However, her resol ution was paranount. That was her
sole resolution. Her aspiration was an ocasis wthin a desert.

She was one of the beneficiaries of the Sarvodaya Wnen’' s
Movement, which continued to assist people like her on a
continuous voluntary basis. She built a permanent rel ationship an
everlasting friendship with the Sarvodaya Vénen's Movenent .

y the end of around March 2005,

Pat hma and her nei ghbours who were residents of

the Kottegoda area found a new hone naned

Kottegoda, a new nagnet. She al so becane the

representative of the residents of the Kottegoda
area in the new hone. Wth the passage of tine, all the darkness
whi ch envel oped her life and that wth those of all the peopl e who
vere rendered destitute as a result of the tsunani carnage began
to gradual ly fade anay wth a result of the self enploynent and
ot her enmpower ment prograns which were devised by the
Sarvodaya Venen' s Movenent. Wth this she was able to not only
regai n her self confidence that she | ost due to the tsunam but was
able to draw satisfaction of enpowering all the wonen who were
econonical |y deprived fromher area.

The Sarvodaya Wonen’'s Myvenent, which comenced
operations in 1987 coul d be described like this: It is an organi zati on
whi ch was operating at a noderate | evel at the tine that the tsunam
carnage took place. There was a programwhich started wth the
tsunani for vol unteers to go into the tsunani devastated areas wth
the essential food itens for a start and a nunerous other wel fare
itensinrelationtowonen. It is alsoasingular and decisive victory
for the Sarvodaya Vonen's Movenent that it was able to assist in
the distribution of essentials for the displaced whil e al so caring for
t hem
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It is also poignant that the Mvenent has the services of a
nere five staffers while it has over one thousand vol unteers who
have been instrunental in not only caring for the displaced but
also in creating the much needed econom c enpower nent whi ch
they badly needed especially at a tine like that, which was the
worst carnage that this country has ever faced.

The initial programthat was conmenced was to ascertain
how many wonen were affected by the tsunam in those areas
and al so to devi se a net hodol ogy to create sel f opportunities for them

It was then that the Sarvodaya Wnen's Myvenent
comrenced a program of enpowering wonen at the grassroot
| evel s by appoi nting two representatives each for the five tsunan
devastated districts.

By this nethod, there were eight nomnees for four villages
the Batticaloa DOstrict while there were four nominees for two
villages the Anpara distric, 30 nomnees for ten villages the Gil | e,
Mitara and Hanbantota districts and four nomnees in the two
villages inthe Kalnunai D strict whichwere instrunental in eighty
noninees in forty villages inal districts.

It is indeed conmendable that there are 225 villages in 28
districts which are actively perforning the furtherance of the causes
of wonen. It is a joint venture between the Sarvodaya and the
AJJDC which are providing the financial support for these
instituioms.

It isdsoi NEOrt At that the advi sory servi ces that
the Movernent commenced were inside the refugee canps of the
tsunam victins. It was then that the drawbacks of the wonen were
recogni zed and the prograns to enpower themwere devi sed.

It was also wth the intention of enpowering their futures
and the creation of their future security that the participants al so
went there wth an open nind. Qhe of the cornerstones of the
prograns were that all effort was revolved round the nental
enpover nent of the participants. Their mndsets had to be changed
and i nproved.

@l din the dust
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The staff of the Mvenent had al so expl ai ned to themt hat
the ai mof the program whi ch conmenced i n 1987, was to enpower
wonen fromits inception and that it reached a novel dinension
wth the advent of the tsunam. It had al so been nentioned that
the network of islandw de branch networks along with the
credibility of the Sarvodaya brand nane had also fortified the
operations. A salient feature is that Sarvodaya intervened in an
area whi ch no ot her Non Governnental O gani zation dared to step
in. That isinthe area of wonen's health and sanitation. There was
al so a specialized fornal programwhi ch was devi sed for wonen
between the ages of 15 and 20 and al so for school children of that
age. It had al so been a chal l enge for enpovering wonen of that age.

ne of the highlights of the programis that the wonen
participants were reluctant to be continuously dependant on the
foreign funding that was avail abl e for themand they were resol ute
intheir aamto be econonmically independent. It was also a futile
exercise to make themstrive for thensel ves independently. Fr
starters, they were al so grabbing whatever opportunity that they
were getting. So the Sarvodaya Wnen's Mvenent was
instrunental in gradual |y phasing out that.

It was alsowth the sane spirit that Pathnma was i nstrunent al
in enpowering not only herself but also her famly. She was
gradual |y forgetting the trauna and the | ost aspirati ons and dreans
that she was encapsul ated in and undertook a | eadership role in
the nanagenent of the affairs of not only her life but al so those of
the people of her area. This al so enabled her to rebuild her life but
al so those of the others in the village who were devastated by the
tsunam. Al this was due to the programmes of the Sarvodaya
Wonen’ s Movenent .

t was a so a chal l enge for her to et the
peopl e of the area invol ved in the Sarvodaya Vénen' s
enpower nent progranmes. Anot her hi ghli ght was t hat
the wonen who were devastated by the tsunam were
alsowlling to take up what ever opportunity that was
bestowed on themdue to the limted opportunities that were
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available due to their limtations and skills. Pathna was able to
successively guide her village coll eagues towards these
enpower ment programres. Sarvodaya al so wanted t o make t hese
tsunam victing self sufficient people. Their skills wereidentified

and they were placed on the right track.

The prograns which have been initiated by the Sarvodaya
Vwnen' s Movenent has been very popul ar armong the tsunam
devast at ed wonen, who have been successfully able to fortify their
lives at least patidly. Over 2500 fanilies have been enpowered
inthis manner, by their ownn nerit s and dedi cati on, which is a cause
for satisfaction. These 40 vill ages have al so trai ned five vol unteers
each for the training others as well.

The Treasurer of the Sarvodaya Wbrren' s Movenent  Preet hi
Aneda commenting onthe catalytic role of the novenent in the
context of the rebuilding the lives of the tsunam victing in the
imedi ate aftermath of the tragedy, said: “This novenent has
provi ded amount s rangi ng fromRs. 10, 000 and Rs. 25,000 to al | these
tsunam devastated wonen as start up capital for their self
enpl oynent ventures. Arrangenents have al so been nade for their
purchasi ng equi pnent. Mbst of the nachines which they earlier
omed prior to the tsunam have been washed away. W have
provi ded t hemw th sew ng machi nes, coir nachi nes, and nachi nes
for grinding of condi nents which enabl ed themto start a newlife
syle

Therefore, it is patently clear that the strategies of the
Mbvenent have been successful to the core. The advi sory services
have been | audabl e. Qherw se, they woul d have been desperate.
The provi sion of the equi pnent has al so been successful for their
re-launch of their lifestyles. The Mvenent has given no | ess than
88 coir nmachines to the wonen at Kahawa itself.

It iswth geat resol Ut ON that Pathma has been
functioning for the rebuilding her lifestyle and her conmunity.
Today, she nakes string hoppers, bal ustrades and sweet neat s far
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the coomunity inthe area. It is not only in the arena of economc
enpover ment that the Myvenent has been responsible. The
Foundati on which was instrunental in the enhancenent of the
educat i onal process was successful in getting 90%of the children
inthe tsunam districts back to school. For the el ders, there vere
eye clinics, nedical clinics and nutrition prograns. There was al so
l egal advi ce whi ch was provided for the victing to trace their |ost
docunents. The Foundation was assi sted by the Legal D vision of
Sarvodaya. There were al so additional nutrition prograns whi ch
were also fortified by prograns which were related to hone
gar deni ng.

These were sone of the neasures those were taken to restore
civil lives and those include the restoration and conservation of
the environnent. There were 2500 pl ants whi ch were handed over
to houses. There were al so a tree pl anti ng programwhi ch coi nci ded
wth the World Envi ronnent Day.

Pat hna and the Sarvodaya Vnen's Movenent of the area
participated at the product exhibition which was held at the M hara
Maha Devi Park on Decenber 13 and 14, one year later in 2005.

The exhi bi ti on which was held at the M hara Miha Devi Park
under the nane “Gemi Diriya’ to exhibit and sell the products
whi ch had been nmanufactured by the tsunam victins has been
overwhel ming with the sales being valued at over Rs.10 nillion
while export orders have been secured in Gernan and Indian
nar ket s.

The Chairperson of the Mratuwa Sarvodaya Vnen's
Moverrent Kusum Wj esi nghe said that the enpowernent of the
tsunani wonen has nowresulted in Si Lankan products such as
these are reaching the Gernan and Indi an narkets. They incl ude
the dry fish fromKal nunai, curd fromMtara, bal ustrades from
Glle and the reed fromKalnunai. “ V& are al so happy that we
vere able to enhance the inherent skills of all these peopl e and
we are confident that we are able to get nore products in to the
international narket,” she said.
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It is on Mrch 01, 2005 that the Sarvodaya

Wnen' s Foundation comrenced the econom ¢ enpower nent
programwhi ch was for the wonen, children and all other adults
who were affected by the tsunami. Wthin six nonths fromthat
day, the programwas successfully conpeted wth nost of the
course work enlightening the lives of the suffering refugees. The
Foundat i on was successful ly able to interact and ningle wth the
peopl e of the najor communities - Snhalese, Tamls and the
Misling in the Dstricts of Gille, Mtara, Hanbantota, Anpara,
Battical oa and Tri nconal ee.

A survey conduct ed by the Foundati on reveal ed that 30%of
the wonen in these districts had a direct influence in the famly
i ncones. Wiile there were 2,227 wonmen who were enpowered
by the program there were a further 300 for whomthere were
new avenues of i ncone opportunities which were introduced. There
was al so the provision of new equi prent and al so trai ni ng whi ch
enpower ed them furt her.

year on fromthe date o the tsunani

was a dranatic transfornation of the lives of the

tsunam peopl e. ne fromabject poverty to a

hi gh degree of self confidence and esteemw th

assurances that life was going on. Sarvodaya
lifted their spirits, which was indeed a dramatic victory fromany
soci al perspective. This was nore nobl e that providing themwth
funds i n excess of hundreds and t housands of rupees.

This is the voice of Pathna. She says: “V¢ were totally
hel pl ess after the tsunam and we were seriously contenpl ating
what to do aftervards toresurrect our lives. It was at that tine that
the Sarvodaya VWnen's Moyvenent canme to our rescue as we
fortified our lives wth that assistance. | understood the situation
and cane to grips wth the reality that norning and gripi ng woul d
not be of any assistance. V& |l aboured to find a franework so that
we could live independent!y and honourably.

@l din the dust
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She has al so realized that she coul d not be provided wth dol es on
a continuous basis. “ Ve strived despite howpainful it was. | aso
wshtostate that all should stop crying and try torise after wping
the tears’ she noted.

There has been a dranatic transfornati on i n Padn&’ s psyche.
She is attenpting her utnost to uplift the lives of other peopl e as
wel | . The assistance that Sarvodaya has given her and her nates
is imeasurable. That is obvious and paramount. These events
should be a forerunner to an eventful future intheir |ives.

The proj ect that the Sarvodaya Venen' s Movenent targeted
the wonen, children and the elders in the tsunam affected areas.
The coverage areas have been the O stricts of Aiparai, Battical oa,
Glle, Mtara and Trinconal ee.

t is onl Yy Paanan@ that was saved fromthe

tsunam while all other areas of the Anpara district

vere devastated. It was the Anpara district which first

felt the puse of the tsunam. It is a 827 amthat the

Apara and Kal munai areas were affected while the
second area inthe district to be devastated was Kat hankudi whi ch
was at 8.30 am These killer waves next affected the seas of
Battical oa. There were 10, 436 deaths in the Anpara Dstrict while
there were 120 i nj ured and 876 peopl e who had di sappeared. Wil e
there were 24,441 who were displ aced, there were 24,000 houses
and 40 school s whi ch were al so danaged. They bel onged to the
Anpara, Kalnunai and Akarrai pattu el ectorates.

The project rational e was to assess and survey the needs of
the target group in the lignt of 30%having lost livelihoods, 20%
havi ng vbeen conpelled to give up education, unsatisfactory
unhygi eni ¢ conditions,the destruction of the environnent, |ow
nutrition levels the absence of |egal docunents, |ack of basic
facilities for school children and the absence of the nedical reports
of the eders.
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The project objectives were alsoto nobilise village groups
to address tsunam psycho socia issues andto buildthe livelihood
support capability through the requisite advice training and
expertise and techni cal advice for the wonen in the comunity.

Nearly 40,000 |ives have been | ost due to the tsunam. There
are over thousands in refugee canps. There are thousands of peopl e
who have been assisted and in the process of being assisted in
housi ng by non- governnental organi zations.

It is based on a concept of Sarvodaya Leader Dr. A T
Ariyaratne that they were able to procure self- enpl oynent
opportunities.

Here are sone grateful comments of sone of the beneficiaries at
the Moratuwa Sarvodaya Vonen' s Movenent.

Jeevar at nam Vani t ha(24) of Kal anchi kudi: M/ husband and
children were at hone and suddenly the sea was at our house.
The cultivation of half an acre that we had as a nodel farmwas
conpl et el y dest royed.

P B Chamla(27) of Wl hengoda, Ahangana: V¢ were given the
kitchen utensils. V& were also provided training in sew ng,
pat chwork and painting as well.

AKPriyanthi of Véwul egoda, H kkaduwa: Ve were given the basic
foundation to uplift our lives and we were given the fabric, the
thread and sew ng machines to nake products and they were
good enough to provide us with the narkets as well. | have
produced over Rs. 200,000 worth of bed sheets, patch work and bags
etc. It isindeed heartening to note that a | arge nunber of wonen
inthe tsunam districts have been enpowered wth sel f enpl oynent
projects which have rejuvenated their lives and that is a cause of
great satisfaction®
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Rl SI NG FROM THE

n the norning of Boxing Day 2004, the

Gatholics in the coastal belt enbraced the warnth

of Christnas they cel ebrated the previous day. They

al so nade use of the |ong weekend that ensued
due to unduvap Poya day which al so coi nci ded with Boxing Day.
The devotees who wanted to observe sil al so drew thensel ves to
the tenples early norning scheduled to fulfill their religious
fervours. Sone were attentively listening to prograns on tel evision,
whi ch were rel aying |ive prograns on Buddhi sm The | ndependent
Tel evi sion Network(1 TN had sel ected the historic Al ut hganma Kande
Mharaya for its live Poya coverage. It was situated on a hillock
am dst sceni ¢ beauty.

The tel ecast unfol ded Buddhi st practices associated wth
Lhduvap Poya, the last of the twelve poya days for the year.
Buddhi sts i n the sout hern coast, |ike nany others countryw de were
looking for solace and serenity intheir livesinaworld craving for
naterialistic pleasures. The tel evision crewthat was reporting live
prograns suddenl y were acutel y conscious of the uneasi ness and
agitation of the people of the area and an unconfirned story of a
gal | opi ng high tide and t he sea waves coning to the coastal areas.

Then t he devot ees were suddenl y surrounded with who were
appeal ing to themfor their protection.
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Then there was a live telecast to the nation on the nel odrana t hat
ensued, buttressed wth the individual experiences of the peopl e
who were involved in it and the people who were rendered
destitute. The effect of the tsunam vas rea ly felt inepic proportions
as a majority of the villages which were devastated by the
catastrophe were inhabitants of the Kalutara Dstrict.

Ht on the heels of the devast aian a

village inmates fled with only the clothes they were wearing.
abandoni ng al | other personal bel ongi ngs and their hones in the
process. The Kal utara Dstrict has Gl onbo O strict onits northern
frontier Glle Dstrict onits South, Ratnapura Dstrict to the East
and the sea to its west. The Kalutara Ostrict has the divisions of
Panadura, Bandaragama, Horana, Bul athsinhal a, Mathugana,
Kalutara and Beruwela. The Dvisional Secretariats directly
affected by the tsunam in the Kalutara Dstrict were: Panadura,
Vdduwa, Pothupitiya, Pothupitiya, Kalutara, Payagla, Mggona,
Waskaduwa, Kuda Waskaduwa and Beruwel a. The Tsunam t ook
anay all the lives, properties, houses and hones whi ch were built
over alife tine wthout synpathy.

It isindeed wth profound sorrowthat reports that the Kal utara
Dstrict lost 256 |ives, 155 di sappearances, 400 i nj ured persons, while
27,713 peopl e were rendered destitute. They were housed in 16
ref ugee canps.

Econonical |y, atd al of 41, 252 hect ares of rubber cultivation
spanthe Kalut ara Dstrict while afurther 17,858 hect ares of paddy,
12,754 hectares of coconut and 4036 hectares of tea has been
cultivated. Wiile rubber, paddy and coconut are the cornerstones
of the livelihood of the people inthe Kalutara Dstrict directly and
indirectly, fisheries and tourismconstitute the livelihoods of the
peopl e who were living in the devastated areas. It took sone nore
split seconds to destroy not only peopl e but their abodes which
had been built over alife tine. The peopl e who succunied to the
carnage, who were yearning for security whet her physical and/ or
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enotional and synpathy were assisted by a grateful nation, who
teened intheir nunbers torally round them It was an unparall el ed
gesture that they rallied fromevery nook and cranny of the country
inthe formof food, clothing, shelter nedicines and all other needs
which are associated with a weckage of such epic proportions.
They were given all the noral and enotional support spending
heaps of tine and in an unparal | el ed hunan sacrifi ce.

Wth the passage of tine, there was sone |ight which
emanated fromthe villages. It had to be a total reincarnation
despite sone of the hones and the other buildings bei ng beyond
redenpti on. Sone one or institutions had to cone to the rescue of
al the destitute that had no funds in their reserves for rebuilding
their honmes, and investnents in | and and enpl oynent .

Wat was al so | audabl e was that the determination and the
fortitude of thevicting torebuildtheir |ives were nonunental and
second to none in the worl d despite the defeat of the tsunam staring
inther faces.

For 54 year old Nammuni Lucas S lva of Kuda Wskaduwa
and his 46 year old wfe Irene Sonalatha, it was the Children and
VWrren’' s Devel oprent Foundati on of Waskaduwa whi ch came to
their rescue.

he princi pal chal | enge of this comunity
based O gani zati on(CBOQ established in 1994 and
whi ch influenced the lifestyl es of the peopl e who
are livinginthe area, was to resurrect the lives of
the tsunam victins. The initial objective of the
organi zation was to collect data of the victing so
that it coul d proceed wth the assistance they needed. Ater all, the
organi zation by itself was famliar wth their lifestyles and

aspirations.

The Wnen and Child Devel opment Foundation which is
housed at 433, Si Rathana Jothi Mwatha, Kuda Véskaduwa,
Vdskaduvwa has fulfilled a series of successful prograns for the
vel fare of the residents of the area before tsunami unl eashed the
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area. Sone of those include: Qeaning wells of the residents and
providing themw th pure drinking water. Sone of the other services
i ncl uded providing nicro-credit for 625 tsunam victimzed fanlies,

conducting nental heath prograns for those who are suffering from
trauna, the provision of fishing gear and boats for whose who have
lost them creation of nutrition prograns for children under five
years, provision of schol arships for school children and water supply
and sani tation schenes.

Among the series of prograns which they commenced for
the uplifting of the lifestyles of the peopl e inthe tsunan devastated
areas were the provision of drinking water and the supply of wells
(sonetines tube wells as well as the individual cases were) the
addition of nutrition prograns, assistance for self enpl oynent,
supply of boats and equi pnent for the recommencenent of the
fishing industry which bol stered the mndsets of the people. The
Chai rnman of the Association Sunil Uananda said that it has been
nost successful inthe provision of mcro-credit and the all ocati on
of sel f enpl oynent opportunities.

The creation of nicro-credit and self enploynent
opportunities has taken place on a snall and nedi umscal e. The
program has ained to provide loans in the denom nations of
Rs. 5000, Rs. 10,000, Rs.20,000 and Rs.25,000. The interest rates were
concessi onary and payable on a nonthly and quarterly basis. A
sumof Rs.5,000 is given in the first year and depending on the
consi stency of the paynents, this allocation is increased to Rs.
10,000. Qonsistency isthe hall nark whenit is increased to Rs. 20,000
and Rs. 25, 000.

This project has provided sel f enpl oynent opportunities to
625 famlies in the nei ghbouring villages of which over 100 fanilies
are fromthe Kuda Wskaduwa area. The total funds exceed Rs. 2
mllion and the repaynents have been very consistent which is
around 98%of the funds disbursed, the Chairnan said.
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A sdiet feature of these prg ect s has been
the est abl i shnent of a di saster nanagenent unit anong the Youth
Qrps. It is due to this that the youth of this area has been
enpovered to tackl e any disaster that could engulf the area wth
the passage of tine and while they are engaged in their self
enpl oynent opportunities through | eadershi p and di scipline. The
teamhas around 25%o0f the popul ati on and t hese vol unt eers have
provi ded yeonman service in the post tsunam di saster nmanagenent
of these areas such as Beruwel a, Wskaduwa and Kal utara.

They have been provided wth the requisite apparatus such
as uniforns, caps, goves, first ad and vater. There have been
various in- house prograns which has al so enhanced their team
spirit, the Ghairnman said, and added that they are consci ous and
agile to any potential disasters inthe future.

Lucas, comnmenting on the micro credit and sel f - enpl oynent
facilities provided by the Wnmen and Child Devel opnent
Foundation, said: “They have been living in a snall house whi ch
has been nade out of wooden planks which they have I|ived
throughout generations. It is in this house that ny wfe, two
daught ers and son have |ived over the years. The el dest daught er
Kunari Priyadharshini is enployed in an apparel factory. The
second daughter has gone abroad. The youngest son has sat for
his GEQdinary Level andisinanticipationof ajob. It is the ekel
broomi ndustry that has enabl ed us to sustainthis famly.

Lucas has been consistent inthis industry al nost on a daily
basi s and he stores the production. These products are distri but ed
on a countryw de basis and they reach narkets in Kalutara,
Bandar awel a, Ratnapura, Nuwara Eliya, Anuradhapura and
Pol onnaruva. Lucas while spelling out that the worth of each
production batch is around Rs. 175,000, says that the proceeds of
the sales after paying the lorry hires is about to break even while
spelling out that the business is not at aloss.

R si ng fromthe Ashes
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The tsunam not only devastated our hones but our lives as well.
We lost our coir. W lost our coconut shell pits and al so our
nanuf act ured ekel broons. V& | ost everything in this devastation,
he spelt out in disdain. Hwever, he acknow edged gratefully that
he was lucky to be a beneficiary of this programand that by itself
was strength to his soul .

The Lucas househol d was within the 100 netre range. There
was a streamnaned the Managal a H a that neandered across his
household to the sea. This facilitated the flowof rainvater to the
sea. It was through the streamthat the sea water gushed to his
house on the day of the tsunanmi and he gestured to the top of a
w ndow of a nei ghbouri ng house which depicted the level of the
water towhich it had risen on that cat astrophic day.

t was wth a deep sense o reflection ax
choking wth enotion that Lucas spelt out : “Days and
weeks passed in our |ives where we were left wth only
the clothes that we were wearing and we were
consoled by the fact that the Governnent had
pl edged assistance to househol ds that were | ocated beyond the
100 neter boundary. However, what we needed was a source of
livelihood to sustain oursel ves and what we are accustoned to
was the coir and the ekel broomindustry for whi ch we needed t he
rawnaterials. BEven the coconut shell pits had been total |y destroyed
and it was then that it was rumoured that the Vénen and Child
Devel opnent Foundati on had devised a plan for the creation of
sel f enpl oynent opportunities through a nmicro credit schene. It
was then that ny famly and the rest of the village joined hand in
enlisting wth the program The Governnent al so provi ded us with
Rs. 250, 000. That was a trenendous nental relief and a huge | oad
off our heads. Vé initially requested for Rs. 5000 and | ater applied
for Rs.25.000 and nowthe hope is to ask for Rs.50,000. That was the
way by whi ch we i nproved our production. It is during the S nhal ese
and Tanmil New Year that our core products such as broons and
door nats wll be in trenendous denand and it is wth that hope
that we are carrying on wth our business..”
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Qe of the principal |ivelihoods of these coastal areas whi ch
has been devastated has been the fisheries industry where 12 of
the 14 coastal districts have been affected. The entire range of
i nfrastructure and equi pnent has been al so destroyed.

There vas atota of 13 000 fishernen vho I ost

their lives. There were 22,000 fishing boats which were also
destroyed by the carnage. There were 8,250 engi nes whi ch were
danmaged and 900 boats which were partially damaged.

There have been a total of 72,000 fisheries houses which
have al so been damaged. A total of 24,000 houses have been
partial ly danaged. Al arge nunber of houses beyond the 100 netre
linmt have al so been damaged. Orver 96,000 houses bel onging to
fishernen have al so been torn asunder.Avong the infrastructure
whi ch has been destroyed have been the fishery harbours, anchors,
ice factories, narketing centres and buil di ngs.

KSujith Wisantha is al so a youth who has been i n engaged
inthe fishing industry. He and his famly who have been living at
Kuda Waskaduwa in Kal ut ara have escaped death miracul ously.
Hs father is K renaratne Slva. Mther is WSarnalatha. Hs
brother and sister are Qunith Prasanna and K Suj ani  Sanj eewani .
It is asnall house by the coast that the famly has been living in.
The house which was built on bl ocked stones was linited to the
five vd I s.

Sjith, remniscing that fateful day, said “W had gone to
sea and the boat was tied to atree. | was fast asleep and | heard
chaos outside the house. | woke and | was curious to deternine
what was happeni ng. Then | sawthe hi gh tide noving to the shore.
Qur nei ghbours were runni ng anok. Then, the string which was
tied to the boat got unfastened. | ran to save it | was hel pless. It
was then that | realized that the tide was very strong.

| quickly ran hone and hurried ny famly nenbers and ran
wth themtowards the railway line. Then another |ethal wave cane
at lightening speed which subnerged our house V¢ ran to the
best of our ability towards Galle. Then we found al |l our househol d
goods and possessi ons on the rai |l way track.

R si ng fromthe Ashes
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Al the possessions of the villagers were cluttered on the railway
track. None of the boats which were owned by us were in the
vicinity. None of the fishing equi pnent was visible in the carnage
and that is what has caused all the consternation as that was the
source of our livelihood, he despaired.

“M father has been fishing fromthe age of 18 and he is 52
years ol d. V& have been fishing fromother peopl € s boats and all
we owned were the nets and that was the source of our |ivelihoods.”
Qijith lamented.

Despite Qyjith not owning a boat, he was a specialist in the
repair of fishing nets and that was the reason he was a popul ar
figure inthe village and he cormanded respect for his skill.

Sjithlike al elsein the nei ghbourhood was living on relief
assi stance and that was the nanner in which they bided their tine.
They returned to their hone which was not totally destroyed and
they startedtorelivetheir lives. Hwever, al the fishing equi pnent
had been destroyed. However, al forns of assistance poured in
fromall directions. The fishernen who did not own boats al so
recei ved assi stance to purchase boats. He was not di scouraged in
hi s endeavour to rise above the ashes.

He was yearning for a funding opportunity to rebuild his
lifeand it was al so sinultaneously at the sane tine that the Vénen
and Chidren’s Foundation cane to his rescue wth the self
enpl oyment projects and concessionary funding which was
instrunental in renoulding hislife. Healigned his famly nenters
alsotothe system Therewas aasono issuesinrelationtothe co
lateral as they were fishernen spanning generations. The nain
criterion was mutual trust.

It was a loan of Rs. 25,000 whi ch was approved for Qjith's
famly fromwhi ch he purchased the fishing nets. H is consci ous
of thewill power andthe daring he requiredtoprogress hinself inthe
busi ness, having repaid all the | cans and buying further sets of nets.

Sjjithis an exenplary source of inspirationto al youth.
He deserves all the blessings of a nation®

Goodbye Tsunam
Avisionto action

34




A WAVE OF

he ti ne was al nost 3 pm She greeted us

varmy with cups of hot steaning tealaid out on a

tray. It vas af ter we saw the pieces of jaggery on

the tray that we guessed that the contents of the

cups were tea. The response of a nember of our
group derted al of us.

“O. | can't drink teaat thistine “.

It’s true that you can't drink tea, but drink this al so and see,
was her reply.

That reply nade us quite sure that the contents of the cups
vwere not tea. V¢ all had the pleasure of enjoying the beverage
wth the jaggery wiile being fully aware that it was not tea. It was
a very tasty drink. V& were guessing what it was when she asked
LS,

“Do you know what this is?" she queried.
“No, we don't know and we were about to ask.”

Thisis caled “Mshnukranthi” and this is availabl e in these
parts of theisland, she said.

Thisis good Isthisal right for the hunan body?
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g course. | aman Ayurvedi c doctor by profession and through
generations. It is becausethisisreally goodthat | have enlightened
the people of these areas on its nutrient values and | have al so
prepared prograns on the beneficial effects of these nedicines.
Her words flowed like river waters neandering downstream
She is an Ayurvedi ¢ doctor by descent and she lives at Kaduwel a.
The location at which she net us was nanmed Gonnoruwa in the
Hanbantota D strict where she had a program for the tsunam
destitute. She is the teamleader of an international N3D naned
Si Lanka Solidarity in the Hanbantota D strict. This programhas
al so given her an opportunity to enhance her prof essional skills.

Si Lanka Solidarity is a French Internati onal O gani zati on
whi ch was forned to assist Tsunam disaster relief in &i Lanka
(ne of the peopl e who was instrunental in facilitating i Lanka
Solidarity was Phillippe Fabry who al ong with sone friends forned
an energency rescue teamw thin the French Eibassy in i Lanka
to assist victing of the tsunamh. He has been living in i Lanka
since 1997 and has aut hored sone books on Si Lanka. H's guide
books on Jaffna and Anuradhapura, B ography of an island and
also the recent book on Tovil was the publications done by his
publ i cati on house.

Philippe’ s previous experience has been that of a Chief De
Mssion in an International Ad GQganization in Pakistan, field
operations in an Af ghan refugee canp and together wth his broad
know edge of i Lanka, has helped i Lanka Solidarity be
recogni zed not only by French donors but also by the French
Gvernnent. Si Lanka Solidarity has undertaken housi ng proj ects
in the Southern and Eastern Provi nces.

There is al so Lakshan Al an who nanages the affairs of the
organi zation in the south region. product of Vésley llege,
@l onbo and is a resident of Kelaniya.

that Sri Lanka Solidarity has comrenced is in the
Hanbantota D strict. This project in Hanbantota, Kohol ankal e in
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Mayurapura is known as “lIstouti”, which in S nhal ese neans:
“Thank you.”

Thi s housi ng project is being constructed as an appreci ation of the
efforts of §i Lankans who fought fearl essly to save the lives of the
foreigners, nostly tourists during the tsunam carnage.

Wi | e we were havi ng a di scussi on onthre
subject, a three wheeler arrived. The person who di senbarked
was a pl easant young nan whose nane was Sanpath who was
i ntroduced by Lakshan.

“This is Sanpath Epage, our site BEngineer. Heis the person
who is responsi bl e for the BEngi neering standards of this housing
schene”

It was our turn to be curious as to how an Engi neer was
travelling in a three wheel er scooter taxi and the reply to the
questioninthis direction was as fal | ons.

“The houses that we are building are for the peopl e who
have been displaced in the tsunam and we are not prepared to
waste a single cent due to this. That is the reason wy all of us
travel about inthistri-shawwhichisthe only vehicle that we usein
connection with our work here.” Wiat we want are not |uxury
vehicles totravel inbut tocreate a habitat for these people tolive
confiortably and happi | y”, he said.

That was truly incredible. It was anindelibleinpression of sacrifice
of conforts for the common cause.

The Istouti BEngi neer Sanpath Epage is aresident of Hpitiya
He is an Engi neering Gaduate of the Lhiversity of Mratuwa and
worked in the private sector. It was therefore wth a wealth of
experience that he decided to take on this chall enge. The project
is for 250 houses and t he donors are: Ruhunu- Sabar aganu O sast er
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Lai que and (roi x Rouge Bel ge. The proj ect has been comrmenced
ontheinitiative of the O yawadana N |ane (the Chi ef Qustodi an of
the Tenpl e of the Tooth) NIlanga Del a Bandara. The donors are of
the opinion that this is not nerely a case of providing housi ng but
asoupiftingthelives of the victins.

The houses w Il al so neet wth Governnent standards. These
houses are being constructed out of an environnentally friendy
Terra brick now used in Golonbo and suburbs. For conparison
they are al so building a house out of the traditional cenment brick.
The advantage of using this earth conpressed soil brick is that the
strength of the material wll be stronger, theinterior coder, wtha
savi ng on cenent, sand and construction tine wth | owl abour costs.
Soecial design in these bricks facilitates easy pl unbing and
electrical wring These bricks will have only three bricks for one
square foot. Inthis project each house wll cost around 1 mllion
r upees.

The person who leads the teamof the local resource
personnel is Mjitha Oas Abeyagunewardene. He is a frontline
busi nessman and a product of Ananda ol | ege, ol onbo.

The beneficiaries of these houses are those af fected by the
tsunam who lived in and around the Hanbantota town.

he Hanbantota district and town

has seen rapi d economic growth. Afewrivers

neander across the district andthe climate is arid.

Asection of the residents of the area depend on the

salterns and the curd industry for a living. Those
living ijllcoastal areas, agriculture is also a thriving occupation in
the hint® | and.

It is wth the sane aggression that the tsunam devastated
the district of Hoanbantota as it did the other areas of Si Lanka,
which has resulted inlarge portions of debris. Atotal of 4,500 |ives
were snatched wthin a few seconds. The di sappeared have been
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nunered as 963, while a ngjority of them are believed to be
dead. The nuniers of the dead are believed to have increased as
that was al so the day the Sunday Fair was hel d. There have been
onl'y 361 |'i ves whi ch have been saved wth only injuries. The district
also saw 3,334 famlies displaced. There are 574 fanilies which
have been housed at five refugee canps and sone 17, 168 ot hers
who have been housed anong friends and relations. It is for these
victing that the construction of the houses has begun in
Kohol ankal a. The i Lanka Solidarity's Istouti houses are
constructedinthis area. The sponsors of this are those organi zati ons
nenti oned above.

This is not a nere housing pro ect adal
the environnental concerns have al so been |ooked into. The
environnental degradation is mninal. The beneficiaries wil get
houses which wll be on 20 perches and will be 670 square feet in
extent each. The natural vegetation has been retained to the
naxi num The roofing is calicut tiles and the walls have been
fromTerra Bricks which has been constructed fromsand, clay and
cenent whi ch have been nade under pressurized conditions. The
houses have been constructed wthin a green belt and there is
natural environnenta shelter. The mninal use of wood is seen
even in the construction of the roof. Tinber used for doors and
w ndows are fromplantations and no jungle wood is used. There
is aso certain element of celebrity which wll be added to the
habitat wth the cultivation of trees such as P hinbi ya, Kohonba
and fruit trees Ovul and Palu. It has al so been nade conpul sory
for all the houses to have a mininumof five specialized trees in
their gardens and sone of those include king coconut, orange,
ponegranate and | ine. The village has a cultural centre, Ayurveda
centre, Pre school Mirket place playground, commercial centre
and nedical centre. AFre Brigadeis alsointhe pipeline. Sone of
the rest houses whi ch have been construct ed have al so been sinil ar
to the Janbal ayas of yore. The cost of one of these houses is
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estinated at around a million Rupees. It is also noteworthy that
there wll be a radio station whi ch has been agreed to be sponsored
by Radio Sans Fonti ers.

Lakshan al so described the lifestyl e that has been envi saged
for the residents of the area which is naned in accordance wth
environnental friendly guidelines. Hesaid: “Thisis not just another
housing project andit is our endeavor to get these peopletolivein
an environnental |y friendy habitat and a lifestyl e which goes wth
it. Thisis not nerely the devel opnent of physical resource but a
lifestyle in a stabl e environnent. Ve al so hope to provide tap wat er
while having collection centres for rain water. W& hope to give
themsol ar power while providing themwth electricity’”

ther envi ronnent d ffIGdy econoni ¢

prograns al so i ncl ude the manuf acture of

conpost . Chi nmeys of the houses as originally

planned, wll also be renoved and roofs wll be

erected. If there are sone chi nmeys, the peopl e
w I al so be encouraged to use firewod hearths thus the forests in
the area wll also be susceptible in the nediumand long term
Therefore, there will be no snmoke chimeys to avoid the
environnental hazards. Thus, they wll also be notivated to use
gas stoves instead of firewood.

Thisis Si Lanka's first planned village. They will belivingin
apleasant habitat wthfruits and flowers cultivated intheir gardens.
V& were getting ready to | eave as we net one of the beneficiari es.

Hs nane is Tuan Hassan Annan. A the tine of the t sunam
devastation, he was thousands of niles away in the K ngdom of
Kivait. It was wth the amof providing his fanmly wth a hi gher
quality of life that he worked as an expatriate in the Gif region.
H is 39 years and his nother SP Ayenona is 69 years old. Hs
father is 73year dd Tuan Thal if Anan. Hs 46- year ol d el der brot her
Tuan Assan Annan was al so there at the tine of the t sunami. This

Goodbye Tsunam
Avisionto action

42

fanmily which was resident in the Mnicipality houses had their
house at Nunber 47.

It was wth a deep sense of enotion that he said: “It was
w thin the Mini ci pal houses that we were living in and ny father is
aretired Forest Ranger. There were around 120 houses here and
what was left were only around three. Wat were al so | eft of them
were only the foundations.”

W had built our houses well as nost of us were earning
petro-dollars in the Mddle East. V¢ al so had bedroons wth
attached bathroons and sone of these houses have been air-
conditioned as well. However, nowonly | amleft

He was deeply touched and choking with enoti on when he
saidthat nowonly he was left, inplyingthat his father, nother and
brot her had been swept anay wth the tsunam. The house t oo had
been razed to the ground. There was no roof over his head on his
return and there was no one to inquire after hi mwhen he returned.

He lives today in a cadjan hut wth sone of his friends. The
need to rehabilitate their lives is alsothere and all support inthis
direction should al so be there. “Vé nust first have aninitia place
to stay and we coul d bui I d up fromthere. Not like the | uxury houses
that we lived in”, he said

“Dring the first haf of 2005, Team ! eader

Kusumsai d that she could provide us wth housing facilities. V¢
did not have notives as we were yearning for a house and that
programhas commenced whi ch i s a huge source of relief for all of
us.” He said

He has lots of aspirations inlife and the foundations that woul d
leadtoall that would be a house tolivein “I have bought a trishaw
with the noney that | saved overseas and the house which | wll be
Even now, his relations Mhaned Faneel and Rafai deen
R zandeen live wth himin a house which has been built wth
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wooden planks. Al his aspirations wll cone true when he gets the
house whi ch is being constructed by Si Lanka Solidarity.

We al so net W Jeyarat namat the Mini ci pd Sports G ounds
who said that he too has conmenced rebuilding his life after the
devastation. H is 28 years old and he too had been living in his
dwel ling 4B at the housi ng schene naned Al okapura. He had been
living wth his nother and a cousi n.

A the tine of the devastation, Jeyarathamwas enpl oyed
as a bus conductor on the Matara-Mneragal a route. H says that
he was abl e to save the lives of his fanily nenbers as he was abl e
torunfast! The fact that all his personal bel ongi ngs were destroyed
had been a terrible blowto himas he was reduced to an austere
life. He says that it was after that he had to ater the course of his
life

“Vé were living in a canp which had safety problens for
ny not her and w fe. Wen | was working i n the Mat ara- Mneragal a
bus, there were days that | had to stay over and that was the reason
wy | hadto | eave the job as wel|. | bought a trishawwhi ch provi des
for ny daily expenses and | have to think far as | have a child as
vell”, he said

He said that brining up a child in a wooden pl anked house
was difficult and that he too was | ooki ng forward to getting a house
fromSi Lanka Solidarity which “wll be the foundation on which
the future of ny life would be built”, he said.

It is not only the provision of housing for the displaced that
Si Lanka Solidarity would be doing. It is asothe upifting of the
l'ivelihood of these victins and the enpowernent of their |ives wth
the provision of other facilities that the organi zati on has striven for
as well. It isin the areas of Beliatte and Vdharakagoda in the
Hanbantota D strict that the organi zation has comrenced a
programof building boats. They built and donated 50 traditional
sea crafts (Quwa) nanufactured at a cost of Rs. 92, 000 each whil e
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a notor boat is priced at Rs. 365,000 each and it has a 15 or 25
horse power engine. It is nineteen and a half feet in length. Al
these are given wth nets and ot her required accessories. Anot her
boat yard in operation in Qhdachchi nadam Batticaloa wth all
fenal e Technical team

By the mddl e of 2006 S.Sis planning to built 30 feet fully equi pped
nul ti day Boats both in the south and in the East.

By the mddl e of 2006 S.Sis planningto built 30 feet fully equi pped
nul ti day Boats both in the south and in the East.

They have al ready handed over 35 boats and plan for a
total of 150 boats. This project is sponsored by the French

Associ ati on, REUN R and LE25®
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It was when the end of yea
2004 was on the horizon, the fishing boat
‘Hrushi Putha’ beganits fateful sea journey.
Aongwthafewhel pers, the smal| notor boat
set sal at sunset, skippered by the 31 year
old Samantha Kunara Fernando- a professional in the fishing
industry. Fromthe tine he was born at H ddoruwa i n Kosgoda, the
sea and the voyages at sea were an integral part of his life. H
treasured his boat, the tool which hel ped himto earn his |ivelihood.

H was aware of the fact that he would have to spend a
nuniber of days on board. It was his practice usually to spend
around a week or a fortnight wth his colleagues at sea. On his
return he woul d have about a week of |eisure.

It was wth the intention of spending the usual two weeks at
sea that he set sail on Decenter 24, 2004 as well. Then, he knew
he woul d be abl e to catch a large haul of fish. Bven Cristnas Day
was spent usual ly like any other day at sea. They cast the nets on
that day as usual. Qn the 26t there was a radio nessage whi ch
announced that the sea had flooded into the country. Sanant ha
and his colleagues did not take it seriously as this was sonet hi ng
that was unheard of to al of them

M sions of Earth
Leo Burnett




he nmessage had come fromthe Trinconal ee area. Naturally they
were under the inpression that there woul d not be any danage to
the Southern coastal belt which was their honet own.

He was full of curiosity when he was listening to all the news
br oadcast s whi ch announced the details of the tragedy. It vas the
S nhal ese servi ce of the BBCwhich was al so rel ayi ng reports about
the destruction of the western and sout hern costal belts. They al so
heard that thousands of peopl e had died in the tragedy. It was then
that Samantha and the crew aboard the Hrushi Putha began to

pani c.

Sanant ha radi oed Beruwel a and was inforned that none of
his famly nenbers were in danger. Even so, he wanted to sail
back hone as fast as he could. Then to his horror, he di scovered
that the boat engine would not start! It was when all attenpts to
restart theenginefailedthat they al reaized that they vere stranded
inthe ndd e of the sea

They knewthat they had towait patiently until soneone cane
to their rescue. In the neantine they had to survive on the food
they had wth themon board. BEven after a few days at sea, there
seened to be no solution in sight despite all the radi o nessages
that were transmtted fromthe boat. The food stocks were al so
gradual |y dw ndling. They realized that the vessel had been drifting
towards Mildives but their hearts were restless, wondering what
fate had befallen their |oved ones back hone.

By the tine the help arrived, it was during the wee hours of
January 14. n their return journey they saw the debris on the
southern coast. It was then that they realized that the devastation
was far nore severe than they ever expected.

As soon as they | anded on shore, samantha
who had been frantic about the whereabouts of his fanmily and
friends began to inquire after them Hs wfe, 31 year old Anara
Perera GQunaratne was pregnant again, after their one year old
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child. He was inforned that she and his parents had been rel egat ed
to refugee canps.

“M whol e house had been destroyed. Al the goods that ny
w fe brought fromoverseas when she was in the Mddl e East, was
also destroyed. | felt that all our sweat and tears had been of no
use. | vastataly dsillusioned It vas at that stage that the vd unteers
fromLeo Hope arrived. It was through their gesture of goodw ||
that we were able to survive and cone up to what we are today”,
says Samant ha.

Sanantha was living inthe Balapitiya Hectorate of the Gille
Ostrict at Hddorunwa Giana Wnal a Mawat ha. H s resi dence was
at 17A of the Kosgoda G ana Sevaka D vision which was on the
coast. There were around 500 fanilies which were displaced. 69
lives were lost and 3000 peopl e were sent to canps which were
outsi de the area.

The t sunam destitute were swarned with
probl ens. Mbst of their |oved ones had gone missing. There were
al so sone whose dead bodi es coul d not be found even to perform
the final fureral rites. Al that signifiedstability inthe minds of the
devastated villagers were gone and they had no hope or idea as to
howthey coul d face the future. Wat was left intheir mnds was a
flash of destruction and the unpl easant nenories of the tragedy.

The people who were so hopel ess and hel pl ess were
gathered into refugee canps. The displaced in the Ghana Wnal a
Mavat ha were placed at the Gal ge Senasana Aranya, Mriswatte
Tenpl e, Ganegodel | a Tenpl e, Hegal | e Abhi navarana Tenple. Al
their earnings and the savings had been washed anway wth the
tsunam waves. They had | ost all their househol d bel ongi ngs, their
clothes, the books and toys of the children and what was there
wthin their househol ds. Wiat was |left was only the cl othes that
they were wearing. Wat could be heard were their sighs and the
sobs. They pondered on the future with norbid fear. There was
only a question nark as to what the future held for them
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The usual ly active inhabitants of Kosgoda were destroyed
wthin split seconds. They had been fearless in the past. They had
faced a | challenges wth fortitude. It should al so be recall ed that
they faced the 1953 Harthal wthout any fear. Bt thet sunam waves
had dealt them such a devastating blow and had left their |ives
tornto shreds. Their daunting challenge was howto restart their
lives in many ways, especially economcally.

here were a | arge nunber o pivae
sector institutions which were al so destroyed al ong
with the houses at Ghanaw nal a Mawat ha. Among
these was a hol i day bungal ow constructed i n 1999,
bel ongi ng to the Managi ng O rector of Leo Burnett.

Leo Burnett is one of the frontline advertising agencies in
Si Lanka. They rank anong the first five anong 150 advertising
agencies in i Lanka.

Leo Burnett Vérldw de operates a global network of over
200 operating units across 81 markets, including 92 full service
advertising agencies. The Si Lanka of fi ce conmenced oper ati ons
on June 1, 1999 and has si hce becone a force to be reckoned with
inthe Si Lankan communi cations industry.

The field of advertising and nedia is a very chal | engi ng one.
It isasovery conpetitive. It isnot al the advertisenent that isin
the print or electronic nedia that is appealing to all. An
adverti senent shoul d be si npl e whi ch shoul d capture the attention
of the audi ences to which they are neant for. Thisis a professi onal
field which is advancing every nonent all the tine. The new
techni ques which come into the nmarket should be innovative,
creative and be consuner friendly. These were the strong
foundations on which the Leo Burnett core was built on.

The foundations that Leo Burnett was built upon were strong and
that has been the cornerstone of the success in Si Lanka which
could be also attributed for their going fromstrength to strength.
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The corporate entity’ s human and physi cal strength had grown from
year to year and t he nonunental success w thin such a shot period

o tine

The agency’s staff strength and their performance in the
country’s communi cati on i ndustry have groan fromyear to year
and the agency has become a nonunental success wthin a shot
period of tine

The first print advertisenent by Leo Burnet Si Lanka was
publ i shed i n a Sunday newspaper on August 1,1999. The next year
it won two awards at the Si Lanka Institute of Marketing Awards
cerenony. Fromthen onwards, it has won 33 Gl d Medal s and an
overall Medal’s tally of 100. There are over 60 staff nenbers in the
@l ontbo office and five part tine consultants. There are a large
nunber of state and private sector institutions anong its esteened
diets.

The Leo Burnett staff arrived in Kosgoda to deternmine the
damage to their MD s hol i day bungal owand to check on the staffers
who were enpl oyed to | ook after the house. The Burnetters were
shocked by the sight that greeted them The conpl ete devastation
of the usual ly tranquil village noved t heminto spontaneous acti on.
The need to do sonething to hel p the vill agers was translated into
rescue operation of a different kind.

Sonapal a S 1va, who was one of the victins of the tsunam
on that day, said that Leo Hype was one of the few institutions
whi ch cane to their rescue.

“They initially began wth the supply of foodstuffs for all the
peopl e of the area on a fortnightly basis which al so included mlk
food for the children. Whtil they provided us wth our hones on
Septenber 27, 2005 they | ooked after our every need” he said.

Wth Sonapal a were his 54 year old wfe and his 36 year
old son. Their grandchildren Gaya Madhushan(15), Chanika
Madhushani (10), and Charni ka Harshani (8), were al so wth them
Somapal a didn't have a pernanent job. Hs son was fishing at
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sea or any other form of vocation which enabled the famly to
survive. It was a clay house vhich sheltered all of them Al their
bel ongi ngs i ncl udi ng the house was destroyed by the tsunam. Al
of themwere in a refugee canp inside a tenple in the i medi ate
aftermath of the tsunami and then they were in a private wooden
pl anked house whi ch was provided by a private sector conpany.

Somapala, who was living in atenporary shelter, heard the
first piece of good news on 11th Narch 2005, That was the day it
was confirned that Leo Burnett was building a house for him
conpensating for his own house lost in the tsunani.

During this tine a sense of trust and a channel of two way
comuni cation were formed with the Leo Burnet team and him
This relationship only grewstronger as the nonths went by.

Now what you see is a dranatic transformati on. Today he is
the owner of a nodern house whi ch has enabl ed himto provide a
coniortable life for his wfe, and their second daughter Naveesha
Aravi nda who i s now ei ght nonths ol d.

The danage by the t sunam intreetireaile
Ostrict was unprecedented. There were 4,193 peopl e who were
displaced and a further 569 disappeared. A total nuniber of 313
victing sustained injuries but managed to save their lives. There
vwere 6,958 displaced people in the district. And a total of 7,500
houses were totally destroyed while a further 5,966 houses were
partially damaged. The Leo Burnett teamwas involved in this
rehabilitation project inthe Kosgoda area inthe Gille Dstrict.

The Leo Hope Trust which was established for this project
wth financia assistance fromboth foreign and | ocal supporters
commenced the building of the houses in March 2005. Leo Hope
ensured the title deeds were clear and went through the nornal
procedures of building;, such as obtaining clearance fromall |ocal
aut horities before constructi on began. There were 71 fanlies whi ch
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vere |ooked after by this project while 69 houses have already
been built. Sonapal a was one of the 320 beneficiaries. G them93
were children.

Children are the future of a nation. It was the chil dren who
suffered nost in the wake of the tsunam. It was not only their
books and hones whi ch were destroyed but their schools as well.
Furthernore, the tsunam took wth it thousands of parents.

The education of the children needed to be provided. Their
innate and inherent talents al so needed to be devel oped. It was
also inportant for extra curricular activities to be introduced to
take anay the trauma of the tsunam fromtheir young minds. It
was inthe best interests of the country that their educati on had to
be harnessed to i nprove the overal | social |andscape of the country
and the nation. It was al so shown that such a programshoul d be
devised for not only for the 93 kids at Granaw nal a Mavat ha but
for al these children who suffered wth the arrival of the tsunam
in &i Lanka.

A playground for the area was another aspiration of the Leo
team The need for providing swngs, clinbing franes, see saws
and ot her play equi pnent was also identified to be essential inthe
recovery process of the children. It was by building and handi ng
over a play ground for the children of Kosgoda that Leo Burnett
was |isted as one of the corporate institutions which provided sports
equi pnent and infrastructure for tsunam victins. This exercise
began wth the search of an apt piece of land for the purpose. The
ideal land inthe vicinity belonged to the tenple of the area. Wen
the intentions of the Leo Hope project were nade known, the Chi ef
Priest of the tenple nost generously gifted the land for the
pl ayground to be constructed. This exenplified atrue act of altruism

The tsunam has taken nany |ives.
Nenawat hi says with profound sorrowthat she has | ost her brother
inthekiller vaves. She conpl eted the last funeral rites after finding
hi s body i n the U agaha nortuary whil e she stayed wth one of her
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sisters and subsequent|y noved to a tenporary shelter. It was thanks
tothe Leo Burnett teamthat she was gifted wth a house whi ch she
could nowsay is her own. “This is areal dream” she enthuses.

David Slva, who was also a tsunam victim adopted a
different lifestyle prior to the catastrophe. H derived hi s earni ngs
fromcattle farming. He had seven bull s and four cows. H al so had
acart. Hs wfe is 33 year old Nandavathi Slva. Their sons are
Sarath(16), Rriyantha(12) Buddhi ka(10) and Sanduni (3). Despite their
| eadi ng an average lifestyl e, the tsunam had inflicted trenendous
hardships on this famly of four children. David was econonical |y
dependent on the cattle and the cart which were totally destroyed.
They were faced wth the worst tragedy of their [ives.

They first cane to the refugee canp at the second nil e post
near the Uannan Handi ya. Then they went to a tenporary shel ter.
There was no econonic livelihood. It was the Leo Burnett team
who sustained them Frst he was given atractor. H was al so gi ven
a donation of Rs. 200,000 to rebuild his house. David s wfe says
that every norning, he never forgets to bless the Leo Burnett team
af ter worshi pi ng the Buddha.

he first priority of the Leo Burnett

teamwas to attend to the i nmedi ate needs of the

devast at ed community. Then the priority changed

to provi ding hones for the coomunity. The houses

that were conpl eted were conpl ete i n every sense
of the word. They were not just built to a set plan. The opinions of
the owners were sought regarding their individual preference
where the roofing, flooring and the plan of the house were
concerned. As long as they fitted into the basic plan and the
predetermned cost, all their individual preferences were
accommodat ed. In fact even the painting of the houses was done
according to their choice of colours. Al anenities such as water
on tap and electricity were al so supplied to every hone.

Goodbye Tsunam
Avisionto action

54

The six famlies that were affected who were wthin the 100
netre buffer zone were not forgotten by the Leo Hope project. e 70
perches of land located further inland were bought and the six
famlies were given their new hones creating a new community.

P. Linser(65) of Gluaw nala Mawatha was also a tsunam
victim Hs house was partially destroyed. Hs wfe Jayawat hi
Mendi s(60), son Sunil (35), daughter-in-law Ranya Mendi s(30),
grandson Suneth Priyantha (8) and grand daughter Sudeshi ka
Rasanjali(6) are the other neners of the immediate famly. The
Leo teamal so assisted themin the rebuilding of their house.

The coordinator of the housing project was 26- year old
Yaganmuni Rajiva De Zoysa. Rajiva’ s nother is 63 year old Ruslin
Nona S lva. He has two brothers. 23 year old Chaminda Zoysa is
his younger brother while 29- year old Kunudu Sanjeewa is the
elder. Ryjiva vas al so the caret aker of the holiday bungal ow. Thet
was why the coordination of the process was easier for him He
says that this was a great nerit to be associated wth the project.
H is inmensely satisfied that he was in a position to help the
villagers of his hone town.

Bui I ding hones is not the only service that the Leo teamhas
done in the area. Self enpl oynent generation actively al so cane
wthin the scope of their work. They provided five fishing boats
and equi pnent such as the fishing nets in Association wth The i
Lanka I ri sh Trust Fund.

Wiat ever the protection and resistance of fered agai nst the
destructive Tsunam waves was thankfully to the sand dunes and
the mangroves which enabl ed certain areas to be cushi oned by
theinpact of the killer tsunam waves. The beaches those surround
the areas of Kosgoda and Balapitiya are flat land wth only a
mninal elevation difference between the beaches and the sea.
Therefore the Leo Hope proj ect coordinators were acut el y consci ous
of thisfact duringtheir rebuilding process. Thisledthemtoinitiate
the Ve akei ya pl anting programme.
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Wil e educating the villagers of the inportance of
preserving the natural vegetation of the area, the Leo Hope team
took the lead in replanting Ve akei ya plant s al ong the coast of the
H ddoruva village and encouraged the villagers to join themin
the project. For this purpose hundreds of Ve akeiya plants were
distributed free anongst the villagers.

Wii | e provi di ng housi ng and ot her anenities was the ultinate
target of the Leo Hope team the economc enpowernent of the
peopl e was the other. This was coupl ed wth other identified goal s-
education of the environnent, hel ping in the nornalization of the
children and the encouragenent of appreciating basic human
val ues within the basic franework of the community.

The team started by providing neals and dry rations to the
victing of the area in the i nmediate afternath of tsunam on 26th
Decenfer 2004. It had al so provided housing and other facilities
by 27th Septentoer 2005. This is indeed special as a private sector
conpany has vol untarily provi ded housi ng for the tsunam victins.
The hol i day hone that was the prinary reason for all this activity
still lies desol ate as an enbodi nent of the destruction which took
pl ace two years ago. However, what could be seen all around are
the sniles of contented people. They have restarted their lives
living once again. The children are going to school. Qe of the
naj or cornerstones of this success is that the feeling of despondency
which prevailed wthin the community has been renoved.

Then there was Ashoka who was near the holiday hore
carryingachild H said “VW are eternally grateful to the peopl e
of Leo Hope and we renenber themal ways with gratitude.

VW are able to live our lives today due to their support” Behind
himwas a hoarding which said, “V¢ are now going. The project
is nowover — Leo Hpe.” But Leo Hpe will live on, every day in
the hearts of everyone touched by it. &
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OF REALITY

aawaisoed thenest densely

popul at ed citiesin i Laka It has been

renowned for nanufacture of furniture. It is al so

wth the sane sentinent that the age ol d adage

was spelt out that trees unknown to each ot her,
also neet at Mratuwa!! Wiile the wood work and the carpentry
industries work well at the Mratuwa town, it is also a najor
livelihood for a n@jority of the Mratuva city' s i nnat es.

Mratuva also stakes it clains for a series of hallnarks.
Principal of themis the coastline of wiich M. Lavinia Ratnal ana,
Angul ana. Lunawa, Mratuwa, Koral awella, Egoda Uyana are the
cities through whi ch the @l onfoo- Mitara railway line runs as well.
It isasointhis coastal linethat there are alarge nuner of mdd e
cl ass houses and sem scal e busi ness enterprises as wel | .

The Lunawa |agoon is also a special part of the Mratuvwa
town. It spans around 40 hectares between the Gil | e Road and t he
beach. It is around 2000 netres inlength and 150 netres i n breadt h.
Around four decades ago, it has been accepted as a Low Gountry
wet | and eco- systemas well.

It is asoin this backdrop that this background has been
acclained for its i nmense contributionto the touri smand fisheries
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industries while also serving as a buffer zone. There is also a
perception that those who bat he at the estuary where the Mrat una
Rver falls onto the sea have certain illnesses cured as well.

It was also in the decade beginning in the 1970s that the
lagoon started deteriorating. It is duetothe city of Mratua bei ng
rapidy beingindustrialized andinthe process of industria effluents
bei ng di scharged that the | agoon started deteriorating.

There are around 18,000 houses bordering the |agoon in
whi ch over 100,000 live. There is al so a special ast Gonservation
Departnent programwhich ains to uplift the lives of the peopl e
there as vell.

Another special creation of nature istre
Bol goda Lake whi ch borders the cities of Mratuwa, Panadura and
Fliyandala as it neanders to Bandaragama as well. It is due to
this that the donestic and environnental tourism have also
devel oped. It is alsoduetothisthat there have been alarge nunber
of tourist resorts have devel oped while there have been a large
nunber of tourists and environnentalists who cone to see
mgratory birds, go fishing and boat rides for recreation.

There is also a nassive diversity of religions and ethnic
diversity as well. It is aso the educational and religious centres
whi ch have al so brought about the present fane of the city of
Mor at uwa.

Gristnas was always a hive of celebration at Mratuwa.
The year 2004 was al so the sane at predonminantly Christian and
Gatholic areas such as Dehiwela, M. Lavinia, Ratnal ana, Egoda
Wana, Rawathawatte where all the people in the coastal belt
enjoyed their Christnas that year in a backdrop of peace and
prosperity, oblivious to what was in store of them in a day. Viat
nost did not realize was that it was the last Gristnas cel ebration
for sone.
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The peopl e of Mratuwa al so were added to the list of the
scores of the tsunam victins. Wiile there were only 79 deaths
reported in the @l ono district which was the | east among al| the
districts, what was conspi cuous was the | oss and danage to private
and state property. The angry sea waves took away the personal
and officia property, housing, business est abl i shnent s w thout any
di scrimnation. They too question anong t hensel ves as to why t he
sea was so harsh and cruel to themon that day in what was
otherw se seen as a very calmand tranquil sea.

Henri cus Fernando i s a busi nessnan fromMratuna. Heis a
social worker as well. Heis a nenber of the Lions A ub 306Al and
rose through the ranks of office wthinthisinternationa clubto be
its Chairman. He was perforning a series of functions which were
adding value to the lives of the inhabitants of the Mratuwa area
at the tine that the tsunam shattered his area as well. The na or
chal I enge that he was faced wth was the resurrection of the |ives,
the lifestyles of the people of the Mratuna area after the advent
of the tsunam. He is a true leader in the inprovenent and the
influencing of the lives of the people.

The tsunani was a catastrophe which devastated the |ives
of the people in the Asian region which originated froma
earthquake 1238 kilometers which resulted inahightide of epic
proportions. This was given worldw de publicity through the
international nedia, which was being tel ecast, broadcast and
publ i shed worl dw de as mil | ions of Christians were yet cel ebrating
their Ghristnas in other parts of the world. Wiile the carnage t ook
place just five days prior to the New Year of 2005, there was a wave
of international synpathy on Si Lanka as well.

There was no end totheinconing call's that Heri cus
was receiving on his telephone. The first was his daughter. H
said: “Thaththi, aren’t you in trouble? To which he replied: “I am
not in danger, but there are a large nunier of people who are in
danger "
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Anot her tel ephone call from a nephew. “lhcle Henry,l
hope al is dl rigt wthyou To which is response was: “The
situationis very serious here where there are a |l arge nunier of
peopl e who are dead. The houses and property has been
destroyed while there are also a |large nunber of people who
have been di spl aced.”

There were a large nunber of conversations which were
exchanged within the next few days on the events which were
unf ol ded during the Boxi ng Day tsunam. There was the exchange
of information anong the relations and the i mediate kith and
kin of the affected by this nonunent al danger. There were the
t el ephones whi ch were al so ringing entailing inquiries as to what
sorts of assistance coul d be provided for the destitute. This was
indeed a very decisive call.

This tel ephone cal | was fromthe Lhited Sates, thousands
and thousands of niles away. The caller was one of Henry' s
rel ations- Father Al exus Fernando who i s the head of a Gatholic
Church there.

He said “There is an extensive television coverage of the
event s whi ch have been happening in (ol onbo and there are a
large nuniber of telephone calls which | have been receiving
fromthe people here as they are avare of the fact that | amfrom
Si Lanka. They arewllingtohelpand | cancollect al the funds
and bringto §i Lanka. | amalso sorry for this nass destruction
and we could get together to assist the poor victins. | wll be
comng to &i Lanka anyway and we coul d do sonething..”

That was the end of the tel ephone conversation. These
words were reverberating in the minds of Henricus and he too
thought that there could be sone nodes of assistance to the
victing that he too could be a part of, he told hinself.

Henricus toodid not realizethat this was a part of a naj or
transfornati on which was in the pipeline. He perceived that life
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was all about facing unseen and unexpected challenges. The
Mor at una Pradeshi ya Sabha had 6172 persons who were di spl aced
by the tsunam who were in 20 refugee centres. There were al so ten
additional centres in the Mratuwa area which were in Aliyandal a
and Panadura which housed 1500 refugees. Thus there were the
short comings and t he needs of the peopl e i n those canps, especially
the needs and wants of children.

He commenced a systemof collection of essentials for these
peopl e which were distributed anong the people. They were food,
clothes, garnents and cl othes, bl ood transfusions for those in need
of these supplies, spectacles, wheel chairs, children's’ parks,
schol ar shi ps, heal th canps anong a host of others. There were large
gifts of equipnent for sel f enpl oynent projects, provision of kitchen
utensils etc.

Father Alexis Fernando arrived in i Lanka as schedul ed. He
had brought over the mllion Si Lankan Rupees that he had pl edged
over the tel ephone before. He sawfor hinsel f fromhi s naked eye on
arrival in i Lanka what he had seen over the tel evision screen
there. Henricus who joined the priest at the end of the tour said: “It
w |l be good of you can provide the assi stance for sone of the housi ng.
He said that they coul d provide two houses to which the priest said
that he will provide assistance for nore than two houses whi ch was
t he conmencenent of the buil ding of houses for eight houses of the
Li ons A ub sponsored contribution to the peopl e of Mrat uwa.

Thi s was t he manner in wich the Lions @ ub housi ng
project was commenced and that too fewer than two stages. The
Phase | had eight houses which was on a four storeyed conpl ex.
There were al so the services of a Chartered Architect and a forner
Chai rnman of the Lions Qub that Henricus recei ved during the course
of the project and whose gui dance was sought and i npl enent ed.

The President and Menbers of the Lions dub of Mratuwa
deci ded to construct a housi ng conpl ex for Tsunani affected famlies
of Mratuwa and nade necessary arrangenents to find a suitable
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land to construct these houses. The President of the Lions Qub of
Mbr at una, Li on Henricus Fernando was successful in getting a bare
land on the Lunawa Governnent Hospital premses through the
U ban Devel oprrent Authority.

The Menorandum of Understandi ng was signed between the
Mnistry of Uban Devel opnent Authority and Véter Supply and
Lions dub of Mratuwa on 3 March 2005. This was the brai nchil d
of Lion Henricus and he was instrumental in finding donors from
Si Lanka, lhited Sates of Anerica and the Lhited Kingdom The
Lion President found the first donor a Mratuwa citizen, wo is a
Githolic Priest Rev. F.Aexis Fernando presently a citizen of Lhited
Sates of Anerica, who | avishly donated rupees one MI1ion towards
thi s Mratuwa Tsunam housi ng proj ect.

Through this Catholic Priest Lion President Henricus
Fer nando recei ved another Si Lankan donor famly fromGlifornia
USA who donat ed rupees one and hal f nillion towards this Lions
Tsunam housi ng proj ect.

Wth these nonies the Mratuwa Lions laid the foundation
stone wth Rev. F. Alexis Fernando and sone of the nenbers of
the Lions Qub of Mratuwa who were present at this sinple
cerenony on 15 March 2005. After clearing all obstacles the Qub
started to put up the building on 5 My 2005.

o swell the funds, past President Lion
Chri stie Fernando extended his services tothis
wort hwhi | e cause of buil di ng houses of Mrat una
Tsunam victins by contacting his friends in VWl es
in the hited Kingdomin collecting funds. Sone
friends of Henricus who fornerly residents of Mratuwa presently
residing in Vel es inthe Lhited Kingdompersonal ly visited i Lanka
and assisted in handing over collections received fromthe Si
Lankan Association in Vd es in the Lhited Kingdom to the tune of
rupees one nillion and three hundred thousand. Further the Lion
Presi dent received another handsome donation of rupees one
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mllionfromHs Lordshipthe R. Rev. D. Vi anney Fernando Bi shop
of Kandy D ocese and al so fromRev. . George S gamini of SETK
The President recei ved anot her donati on fromThe Dani sh Friends
of Dennark. The Indian Society of South WAles, M Stefan
Symanska fromWK and Lion's Past Governor contributed to the

proj ect.

The Architectural design and supervision was done
by a Ghartered Architect and Past President of Lions Qub of
Morat uwa Li ons Tsunam Housi ng Conpl ex has been conpl et ed
wthin a period of six nonths.

This four-storied building wth eight apartnents is conpl ete
with Witer, Hectricity and Drainage. Each is conprised of two
Bedroons, a Living area, a snall Verandah and a Kitchen, and
has an att ached Bat hroom and a Tdle. A separate chute is
constructed to collect the garbage in this housing conpl ex. Each
of these units has a Hoor area of 625 sg.ft. Avery val uabl e donation
has been arranged by the Leo dub of Mratuwa.

To donate a Bed wth Mittress, a Msquito Net, a conpl ete
Dressing Table wth a Mrror and a kerosene Qooker, todl egt
recipients of this Mratua Tsunam Housi ng Conpl ex.

A sinmlar Husing Gonpl ex Phase—+L of eight units at the
sane premses wll commence before the end of this year and w |
be conpleted within five nonths, bringing the total nunber of
houses for Mratuwa Tsunam victing to sixteen units, where the
total expenditure wll anount to atotal of Rupees N neteen MIIion.

The cerenoni al opening of phase | of eight apartnents was
hel d on 26 Novenber 2005 under the distingui shed patronage of
Dstrict Gvernor Lions International Dstrict 306AL

Qe of the residents of the upper floors is Sumth
Stanley Mrtinus who is aso another beneficiary. Hs wfeis
Devi ka Fernando. Hs three children are O neesha, Sanduni and
Miraj. The house that they were living at Egoda Uana had been
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conpl etel y shattered by the tsunam. It was by a mracle that their
lives were saved. He said “Wé are indeed grateful to the Lions
d ub of Mratuwa for havi ng gi ven us sone housi ng and especi al | y
inthe light of 145 famlies in the Mjitha Mwatha at Egoda Usana
and 189 famlies at Borupana Sal usal awatte are yet wthout any
housi ng after the devastation .”

Al these recipients are living in housing gifted to them
They nai ntain thei r houses very effectively and that is sonething
that Henricus is very satisfied wth. He has a sense of fulfill nent
each tine he sees those houses and he bel i eves that the happi ness
of the recipients is a so his happi ness.

Henricus is also satisfied that the Lions Gub of Mratua
was successful |y able to conpl ete this project and provide housi ng
tothe eignt fanlies devoid of discrimnationinterns of class, race
and a host of others. This, he says, was the nost chal | engi ng proj ect
that the Gub had undertaken in recent tines. Thisis alsothe first
of the projects that the @ ub had undertaken.

It is asonoot to Note tha a the end of a year
after the tsunam, there were only 930 houses which had been
conpl et ed and handed over out of 49, 233 whi ch had been t ar get ed.
Ther e were 5998 houses whi ch have been destroyed by t he t sunam
inthe lonbo district. It was decided to construct 1993 houses
under the first phase. There were 2765 houses whi ch were destroyed
in the Mratuna Dvisional Secretariat area alone. It was also
reported that 791 of these were under the stage of reconstruction.
The housi ng schene of 96 houses at Hlda's Lane at Dehiwela is
alnost nearing conpletion and it is a natter of tine that they wil
be handed over to the recipients. There are 192 houses at the Food
Comrmi ssioner’s Departnent which is based on eight storeyed
bui | di ngs which are al so nearing conpl etion. It is al so proposed
that there would be 192 houses wthin the Mratuwa Pradeshiya
Sabha prem ses at Lunawa whi ch will be sponsored by Red O oss.
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Gficials also say that there are nore houses under constructionin
the Mdera and the Mattakkul iya areas.

The Lions Qub of Mratuwa has al so handed over a set of
houses which have been built in the premses of the Lunawa
Hospital prenises. The second phase of this project wll al so be
conpl et ed soon.

Al the blessings and the wshes o these
projects go to Henry Fernando. He was the pioneer of these proj ects.
He has managed to successfully conpl ete them which has been
instrunental in the reshaping and the enlightening of the lifestyl es
of all these peopl e which al so incl udes the educational facilities of
the children of these victins as vell &
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07 BEYOND BOUNDARI ES:

tisapesuetotravd onthe A2 (@l onbo
Mat ara road), which is Si Lanka’ s nost w dely, used
coast al hi ghway., the travel er can observe sone of the
nost attractive spotsintheisland onthis scenic stretch.

Aperson starting his journey fromQol onfbo w Il cone across
the historic sacred town of Kalutara and the Southern Gapital of
Gl le. Passing Gille he will encounter VEligana, which is noted
for bothits aesthetic val ue and historical inportance. Inthe third
Gentury BC a sapling of the Sacred Bo-Tree was planted in the
premses of what is now the Agrabodhi Raja Maha M hara in
Wl i gama, according to the ancient Chronicle Mahawansa. The
M hara has been built during the reign of K ng Agrabodhi (AD 667-
683) who rul ed Rihuna. The fresh water pond at Wéligana has
been cited inthe ancient literary works such as Parevi Sandeshaya,
Mayur a Sandeshaya, Kokil a Sandeshaya and Thi sara Sandeshaya,
is however no nore, as aresult of sea erosion.

In ancient tines, the Véligana fisheries harbour was known
as a port for inports and exports. Among the itens exported from
here were cinnanon and other spices. Its inportance lies in the
fact that it is anatura harbour.

Benefits Beyond Boundari es
Jayaw ckrena Foundati on




Located about five kmoff the Veligana- Akuressa hi ghway
was the historic Nuga tree of Denipitiya, which was cited in the
poetry of Gajaman Nona, the well-known Poetess of Ruhuna.
Despite public protests the tree was felled in February 2002 by the
local authority, which gave various reasons for doi ng so. However
a section of the tree survived.

Found in the vicinity of Véligana are historic Buddhi st
tenpl es such as Gangarama, Raj akul anadana Raja Maha M hara
and Kusht ar aj agal a. The Kapparat ota Mbsque i s anot her reli gi ous
landnark and a synibol of S nhala-Mislimamty in the area.

Wl i ganma becane an i ndependent
admni strative zone in 1939. me extent of the
Wligana town is 2.6 square mles and the nunber of voters is
13,288. In 1981, the popul ation wthin the Wl igana U ban Gounci
limts was 17,722 and it increased to 21,698 by 2001. G this nunier
10,609 are males and 11,099 are fermal es. The expansion of the
urban popul ati on was 4,094 persons per kil ongter.

The beautiful Count De Mauny’'s islet — also known as
Gl doowa - off the coast of Véligana town is a najor tourist
attraction for both foreigners and locals. The castle - like
nmagni ficent nansion on the islet can be seen fromthe nai nl and.
The building has unique architectural features and the specially
constructed entrance to the premses is the cynosure of all eyes.
The mansion’s first owner was a Frenchnan Count De Mauny and
the islet was naned after him

Near the coastal highway facing Gount De Mawuny's islet is
the ane-inspiring statue of a great nan erected in nenory of a
great Philanthropist Midaliyar David Martin Samaraweera. Born
on March 10, 1855, he perforned a laudable service for the
devel opnent of V&l igana and to uplift the living conditions of the
peopl e of the area. Anong his acconplishnents are Buddhi st
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tenpl es such as Sanar aweer ar anaya and school s |i ke S ddhart ha
Vidyal aya. H gave the lands for these buildings and undert ook
their construction. Midaliyar Sanmaraweera passed away on
February 2, 1943.

Among his descendants who have served Wligama is his
great grandson Sujith Jayaw ckrene, who was born in 1956 — the
year in which a najor socio-political transfornation occurred in
Si Lanka. He, the past student of . Thomas (ol | ege Munt Lavi ni a
isaphilantropist and a proprietory planter, who entered the field
of planting when he was only 17 years old. He served as a
Quperintendent under the J.EDB for over ten years. Having al so
served in a nunber of other state establishnents, he has engaged
full tine in his own estate since 1988. H met his future wfe
Susanne, a Gernan journal i st —then working for aleadi ng Gernan
newspaper - when she was hol i dayi ng i n Kapparatota. They narried
in 1994 and Susanne settled down in Vel i gama. Susanne conti nues
as freelance journalist, witing to several Gernman and English
| anguage newspapers, al so those in Si Lanka.

Inorder tostreanhine their socia service activity, SQjith and
Susanne establ i shed the Jayaw ckrenme Foundation in 2001. The
Jayaw ckrenme Foundati on began its wel fare work by hel pi ng poor
rural famlies. A a tine when all kinds of dubious organi zati ons
calling thensel ves were nushrooming in the country, the
Jayaw ckrenme Foundation comrenced work as a charity. It hes
expanded its sphere fromVelipitiya Dvisional Secretaria D vision
to VWl igana O visional Secretarial D vision and continues to assi st
poverty-stricken fanl i es.

The Foundation initiated a rural banki ng system whi ch t oday
successfully caters to over 1,000 poor people. The Jayaw ckrene
Foundat i on built 28 houses for poor fanilies since 2002 and earlier
in 2002 the Foundat i on began free eveni ng Engl i sh | anguage cl asses
for children of Charley Munt estate villages, Wligama. Today
nore than 270 children are attending free of charge classes in the
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Jayaw ckrene Foundation Education Centre in Denipitiya. The
Foundat i on has al so donat ed many Sunday school uniforns to nore
than 10 Sunday school s.

n 2004, sijith and Susanne planned to cel ebrate
Gristnas at the Yala Safari Hotel, where they had been
cel ebrating Qristnmas on Decenber 24-25 every year
since 1994, the year they narried. It was part of their
annual programme. So as usual they went to Yaa S
fari the manager of which, Uali Veerasi nghe, had becone a friend
of theirs over the years. Mt tourists who visited Yala National
Park stayed overnight at this well-known hotel in the park, which
faced the sea. Towards the end of Decenber, this hotd is usudly
packed with tourists. But upon visiting the hotel in Decenber 2004
Qjjith and Qusanne were suprised to find that unlike in the past
there were no special itens added to the place to mark Giri st nas
— not even a Christrmas tree. \Wen they asked Manager
Wer asi nghe for the reason his reply was that he did not feel |ike
having anything special for Gristnas that year. The coupl e was
even nore di sappoi nt ed when the nanager said that he coul d not
provi de themw th any accommodati on since the hotel was full.

There was no alternative for Qjjith and Susanne but to | eave
the place after wshing all those who were there a nerry Chri st nas.
It was the first tine in 10 years that the couple did not have the
opportunity of celebrating the event at Yala Safari. The two of them
however promised to return to the hotel in March 2005.

So Sujith and Susanne spent Decenber 24-25, 2004 at a
Ti ssamahar anma hotel and prepared to return hone the fol | ow ng
day — Dec. 26 — around 8.00 a.m Wiile Susanne was packi ng t he
bags QUjith went to cashier’s counter to settle the bills, when his
attention was drawn to the nearby TV set that was show ng an
international cricket encounter inwhich §i Lanka was parti ci pating.
Delaying the paynent of bills for a few nminutes, he sat there to
watch the natch. Wiile seated there he noticed that a safari jeep
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that had gone to the Yala National Park returning to the rest house
at break-neck speed. Wen the vehicle cane toa halt, Qjith found
that the driver vas so terrified that he was finding it difficut to
speak. At last he was able to explai n what happened.

“r, we vwere at Yala when a gigantic wave cane fromthe sea.
Everything was destroyed. Only the water tank of Yala Sfari
renmai ns. V& turned our vehicl es back and drove so fast that we do
not know the speed at which we returned until we stopped here.
Bveryone there is dead. Sr, | cannot underst and what happened. '’

Real i zi ng that sea WaveS had caused a nassi ve
disaster, Sjith prepared to leave inmediately af ter settling the
bills. Mpanwhil e he cane to knowthat the sea had devastated the
entire southern coast. Athough the coupl e first thought of rushing
back to their hometown of Véligana, they could not bring
t hensel ves to do so when they renenbered the nunber of | ocal
and forei gn guests to whomthey had wi shed a nerry Christnas at
Yala Safari. So they went instead to the Debarawewa gover nnent
hospi tal where they found the bodi es of alarge nunber of victins,
children, adults and even some of their friends, and a so cane
across survivors who were being nedically treated. | mmedi ately
Sujith and Susanne went about hel ping them and providing
required itens. They al so inforned about the foreignvicting tothe
German Enbassy, which in turn coul d convey the nessage to the
rel evant foreign nissions. Havi ng spent the whol e of Decenber 26
at Tissanmaharana, the two of them set off for Wéligana, the
foll ow ng day.

S nce the coastal highway via Hanbantot a — Tangal | e was
bl ocked they were conpelled to travel via Thanamalwla —
Sooriyanewa while realizing that the two of them had been
unexpect edl y saved tw ce froma tragi c end, perhaps because t hey
had done no wong to others but hel ped them The first instance of
this mracul ous escape was that no accommodati on was avail abl e
for themat the Yala Safari Hotel. The second was that they had
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decided to stay back at Ti ssamaharana to hel p victins instead of
rushing back to Véligana along the coast on the norning of
Decenber 26t h.

After reaching Véligana on Decenber 27th Sujith and
Qusanne saw the destruction caused to life and property in their
honet own. There was neither tel ecommunication nor power
supply. Sujith highly coomended t he energency services that the
Si Lanka Air Force and other units of the arned forces perforned
intheir hour of disaster.

Snce the National DO saster Minagenent Centre was only
col lecting and distributing day-to-day needs of the surviving tsunani
victing, it had not worked out any specific assi stance progranme.
Hence the Gentre was directing indivi dual s and organi zati ons t hat
were ready to assist to the nearest Ovisional Secretaries.

The whol e of Wl igana had turned into
a funeral house, sinceit vas the second vorst tsunani-hit
area in the Mtara Dstrict. The nunber of dead in the village of
Pel ena, Véligama was 133. N neteen of themwere Pel ena North
Gana Nladhari Dvision, 71 fromPelena South GN D vision and
43 fromPelena Vst QN Dvision. In addition to Pelena, |oss of
nany |ives and destruction to property were reported from other
areas. A though 25 canps were set up for those whomt he t sunami
had rendered honel ess, initially they had not even clothes to wear.

Inviewof this the Jayaw ckrene Foundati on decided to take
inmedi ate relief neasures to restore normal cy to the area as far
as possible. The first step was the quick distribution of food itens
the Jayaw ckrenme Foundation purchased from nearby grocery
shops. Around the sane tine the Foundati on was able to distribute
clothing to the surviving victing with the generous contri buti ons
that Qujith and Qusan's friends in the garnent industry nade.

As a |l ong-termneasure the Jayaw ckrene Foundation al so
took steps under the gui dance of the Vel igana O visional Secretary
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to provi de houses for those who were rendered honel ess. By now
19 Tsunam houses have been conpleted in the Wligama AGA
Ovision. My nore are expect ed.

Ffty-five-year-old Veéngappul i Arachchige Donel, is one
of the recipients who were provided with houses by the
Jayaw ckrene Foundation. He is nowresiding wth his famly in
hi s new hone at Nb.49/18A Gangarana Road, Pelena. Living wth
himare his wife Somawat hi e(45) and daughters Sandanal i
Nadeeka(25), Chat huri ka Nadeeshani (23), Vésant hi Chat urani (19)
and Chethika Shasendrani (11) who is a year six student at the
Char mapal a Mbdel Juni or School .

- Theyarestill fearfu wenrecdlingther
m r acul ous escape fromthe tsunami. Qn that fateful day
Oonel had gone to Wligana town leaving his wife Sonwathie
and daughters at hone. Wien the tidal waves struck, the nother
and daughters had enfbraced each other and ran to safety in the
nick of tine. It vastheir luck that they al stayed together. But they
could not save their house, furniture or anything else init. Their
next nmove was to rush to Wligana town to ook for O onel who
had saved his life by clinbing the hill near the Vel igana rail way
station. The enotional scene, when his wife and daughters found
hi m cannot be described in words. Their only possessi ons were
the clothes they wore. They spent that night at the displaced
people’s canp at the Weihinda Tenple and |ater spent several
days at canps at the Denipitiya and the Polwatte Juni or school s.

Al they were thinking at the tine was buil ding a new hone.
But D onel did not have any | and of his own to do so. Then a young
wonan in their village who was enpl oyed abroad purchased a
bl ock of land for themw th her noney. It is onthis six-perch bl ock
the famly is nowresiding. Donel built the foundation of the new
house with st ate assi st ance but had no cash to go any further. Itis
then that the Jayaw ckrene Foundation cane to his assistance.
He renenbers with gratitude Sujith and Susanne and t he
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Vener abl e Pel vehera Susi na who coor di nat ed t he work on bui | di ng
hi s new hone, whi ch has a space of over 500 square feet. It is now
a conpl ete house, whi ch has al so been supplied

A though Dionel has been a mason he is now sel dom
engaged init as aresult of an eye surgery he undervent. Itishis
daughters who are now engaged in helping the famly. Hs e der
daughter, Sandanmali Nadeeka currently enployed in a garnent
factory, shoul ders a naj or part of thisresponsibility.

Miny were those who lost their lives or their |oved ones in
the t sunanm.

Among those who faced this tragedy is a fishernan,
Lokul iyana Shirley Sanath Mendi s(30) of 71B, Gangarana Road,
Pelena, Wéligama. Hs wfe is Nalika Qudarshini (28) and their two
children are Nnesh(6) ands Lasith(2). The tsunani clained the
lives of seven of Shirley's close relatives who were living intheir
ancestral hore. They were his parents - father Ariyadasa
Mendi s(73), mother Anul avathie de S1va(62) — elder brother Aith
(38), younger sister Chanila Jayanthi (28), Aith's son Lahiru,
Shirely's elder sister Shirani Damayanthi’s son Priyankara and
Chami|l a Jayanthi’s one-year-ol d daughter R yuni Tharaka.

A thetinethetidal waves hit Vi gana,
Shirani Damayanthi was about to give birth to her second child.
Wien she began experienci ng | abour pains at honme on Dec. 26th
nor ni ng her husband went to neet the doctor and thereafter fetch
a vehicle to rush her to hospital. As the tsunanmi struck she was
swept out of a wndow of her house. This however saved her life
and that of the baby in the wonb but her son, Priyankara, was not
so fortunate. Danmayanthi’s husband escaped death because he
had gone to neet the doctor. Onh the same day she gave birth to
her second child (a boy) who was naned after the son who died in
the tsunan. Shirley believes that it was the newborn child' s
luck that his nother’s life was saved after being swept out of the
wi ndow.
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The unbel i evabl e tragedy of |osing a nuner of relatives in
one single nonent had left Shirley utterly shocked and dazed. It
was at this nonent that the Venerabl e Pel vehera Susi na had cone
to his hel p and obtai ned t he Jayaw ckrene Foundati on’ s assi st ance
inbuilding anewhone for Shirley’s famly. But to build a house a
secure bl ock of |and was necessary. However he nmanaged to sol ve
the problemby getting a part of the land that bel onged to his
parents. So wth the foundation's hel p they were able to conpl ete
the house and nove into their new hone by February 4, 2006.

Accordingto his wfe Nalika, although at tines, Shirley earned
a considerable incone fromfishing, the idea of building a new
house had never occurred to them until the tsunam struck. It had
remained a dream until Sujith Jayaw ckrene cane to their
assi stance and encouraged themto start their lives afresh. It is the
Jayaw ckrene Foundation that has provi ded themw th a conpl et e
house.

The Jayaw ckrene Foundation came forward not only to
provi de houses but al so to give a hel ping hand to peopl e to nake
aliving. The Leela Lace Institute located at No. 169, Paranakade,
Wl igama, is one such exanpl e. The owner of this establishnent
(registered No. 3699) is Christonbu Baduge Leel aseeli (60) who
learnt |ace naking fromher parents. It is now 30 years since she
began Leela Lace Institute, which is popular among both | ocal
and foreigntourists. Theinstitute' s two nain activities are teaching
| ace naki ng and sel i ng fini shed products. Leel aseeli’s work earned
her the 2003 M skamRansi | u Anard presented by the National Gafts
Gounci | . She and her husband P.H Sangadasa (63) - aretired exci se
inspector - were the parents of three children. The eldest is a son
Jagat h Priyadarshana(33). The two daughters are Nadeeka
Pri yadar shani (30) and Siyanjani Priyadar shani (28).

Thei r house and wor kshop faced t he sea, whi ch was not hi ng
strange to Leelaseeli and her enployees. Oh the norning of
Decenber 26, Leel aseeli, her husband Sangadasa, other famly
nenbers and enpl oyees were at the Leela Lace Institute.
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A though Sangadasa was invited to breakfast he was not feeling
hungry at the tine.

Quddenl y they sawthe sea waves ri si ng.
incessantly. But at first it caused themno al armsince turbul ence in
the sea was a faniliar sight to them But everything changed the
next nonent. The waves rose to a height of 12 feet, twsting trees
and were fast heading towards them They had no tine to run for
saf ety and were caught in the waves. According to Leel aseeli, her
husband fell headl ong. She saved herself by clinging on to a grill
above a w ndow of their house. Wen the water receded, she found
that everything was lost. Not only her hone and workshop but al so
11 ot her houses were destroyed. Wien they found her husband, he
was dead.

Atotal of 183 peopl e in the Paranakade area had died in the
tsunam. A least one person in each household was dead. In a
house nei ghbouring Leela Institute, all six occupants had died.
Leel aseeli was at loss in deciding her future. It was then that
Jayaw ckrema Foundation cane to her assistance and gave the
necessary financia backing to re-start her |ace naki ng busi ness.
Assisting in her work today are two wonen — Shirom (33) and
Dayawat hi e( 50) .

S nce Decenber 26, 2004 was Poya day Buddhi st tenples
were cronded with devotees. A Gangarana, Pelena, there were
nany peopl e observing ‘ata sil’ (the eight precepts).

The first Qiief Incunbent of the GANgar anaya, whi ch
vwas built 1N 1823 was the Venerable I1watte A yarat hana.
H s successor was al | dedicated to Buddhi st revival inthe area and
the Gangar ana becane a hive of religious activity over the years.
Arong the resident bhikkus in this tenple were the Venerabl e
WAt t akkgoda At ht harama (who wote nmany books on the
phi | osophy of Abhi damma i n Buddhi sn) and t he Venerabl e Pel ene
Wj i ragnana who did an i nmense service to the Budhha Sasana
in &i Lanka. In later years, the well-known Venerabl e Madi he
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Pannaseeha and the Ven. Wéligana Ghanarat hana received their
higher ordination at this tenple.

On that fateful day there were seven bhi kkus in the tenple ,
including the Chief Incunbent, the Ven. Pelvehera Susina, two
novi ce nonks and two bhi kkus who had cone fromot her tenpl es.
They had participated in a pirith cerenony in a house in the area.
Wil e the devotees were having their norning neal, they noticed
that the Rlathuriver that flows past the tenple, changingits course.
The next nonent a huge col unm of water swept into the tenple
prenises, drowning the devotees — epitonmzing life s i npernanency
as preached by the Buddha.

he force of incomng |ashing water al so shattered
the 12 feet high-vall in the tenple premises wth a
deaf eni ng sound. The waves swept back a notor

vehicle that was frantically trying to | eave the pl ace,

naki ng the car float towards the Gangarana.

Meanvhi e, the tenple’ s Chief Incunbent, Ven. Pelvehera
Susi na was naking valiant effort to save the drowni ng devot ees.
He recal | s with joy how he succeeded in rescui ng sone of themby
pushi ng t hemt owards hi gh ground near the tenple ‘s stupa as the
waters of the Polauthu Rver continued to rise. In the process the
bhi kku t oo was nearly drowned but nanaged to survive by reachi ng
dry land near the Polwatte tenpl e before he left for the Vi hi nda
Tenpl e to arrange relief for the surviving victins.

Uon returning to Gangaramaya it was a great shock for the
Ven. Susina to see that a large nuniber of ol a | eaf books had been
lost inthe tsunami. G the 60 books that wereinthe tenple only 21
nowrenain. It was irreparabl e | oss.

The buildings inthe tenple s vicinity too were danaged and
fresh plans had to be drawn up to rebuild the place. It was then
that the Jayaw ckrene Foundation cane to assi st the Gangar anaya
where steps were taken to buil d a ki ndergarten and Sunday School
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for 550 children conmunity hall inthe shortest possible tine. This
ane inspiring three-story buildingis 77 feet 1ong and 34 feet wde.
Lhder the | eadership of Sujith and Susanne and under the gui dance
of the Ven. Susina, they were able to acconplish nmany a noble
task in the immed ate afternath of the tsunan.

The di saster had dashed the hopes of
youth inthe area. epressed over the loss of their | oved
ones sone of the young people had beconme vulnerable to
undesirabl e tenptations. To deal with this problem the
Jayaw ckrene Foundation worked out a special programe for
young nen and woren in Vel i gama to direct themtowards sports
activities. Inthis connection sports goods were provided to 30 yout h
clubs affiliated to the Wl i gana Yawnana Samaj a Pradeshi ya Bal a
Mandal aya.

Anong t hose who benefited under this programe i s Kasun
Pushpaka(20) of Thal aranba, Kanburugamuwa whose famly was
rendered honel ess as a result of the tsunam. A though nore than
one year has passed since the disaster, hsparents aestill living
inacanp for the tsunam displaced at Thanbilihenawatte. A past
pupi| of Si Indusdaara M dyal aya, Thal aranba, he i s now naki ng
use of these sportsitens to engage in sportsactivity, every evening.
Joining himare his parents, S ster Bhashi ni Pushpi ka(8) and ot her
young people in the area

Another beneficiary is Hewa Paththinige Shanmi (22), who
is the President of the Negena Tharu, Youth dub in Thal aranba.
Shammi, who has studied up to QE Alevel s in conmerce, i s nhow
giving leadership in sports activities to young people in
Kahat agahawatt e, Thal aranba. Germunu Sanj aya(20), Ruw n
Rajith(16), Runmesh Sanaraj eewa(19) and Ravi ndra N shant ha(26)
are anong t he yout h who engage i n bodybui | di ng exerci ses at her
resi dence. Atogether over 20 young peopl e participate in these
exerci ses daily.
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Menaka Priyadar shana(28) of Madurudoowa, Bandaranul | a
inMrissais the President of Yawnana Pradeshi ya Bal amandal aya
and Chi ef Qrganizer of the Nawoda Youth G ub. He gives | eadership
to 30 youth clubs and directs young people to various activities
under the guidance of the Weligama Youth Services Gficer.

These activities have been nmade possible by the
Jayaw ckrene Foundati on’'s donation of sports kits worth nore than
two million Rupees to all youth clubs inthe Tsunam af fected areas.
Each kit conprises five body building instrunents and bats and
balls required for cricket, football and volleybal l.

Among t he servi ces t he Jayaw ckrene Foundati on provi ded
are the provision of nechanized boats to fishernen and the
establishnent of a free of charge multi religious day care centre
for 40 old people in Pelena. The governnent has given the
foundation a 1.2 acre-land for the construction of houses for
Tsunam di spl aced fanilies.

The Jayaw ckrene Foundation’ s visionis hope and

goal is hel pi ng the needy. The Foundati on’ s perfornance in
Vel i gana testifies tothis fact @

Benefits Beyond Boundari es
: . 8l
Jayaw ckrena Foundati on




BRI CK BY

N studyi N si Lanka's i ndividual geographi cal

zones, the island s coastal area draws special attention.

Sartingwthawdth of about 32 kilonetres inthe North

this coastal belt narrows downto awdth of 3 kil onetres

inthe South. Its Véstern border is the I ndian Gean.

This area has been a decisive factor in the country's
hi storical eval ution because of its geographi cal features that turned
the coastal region into a najor international conmercial centre
since ancient tines. Chinese, Arab, Geek and Roman shi ps were
anong the vessels that called at the ports along the coast. The
zone' s econoni ¢ devel opnent through nany centuries was | argely
the outcone of fisheries and naritine trading.

The 1,000 kil onetres-1ong coastal belt surrounding Si Lanka
protrudes to the ocean at sone points and turns inland at other
pl aces, which are called | agoons, where the sea and rivers neet.
Qne of the largest of these is at Batticaloa. The nane origi nates
from Madakal apu in Snhala and Mattakal apu in Taml (lagoon of
nud) .

Snce al of §i Lanka's rivers flowinto the sea fromthe
coastal zone they have contributed to an agricultural life-style in
the nearby districts. Anmost all paddy lands in Battical oa are
irrigated wth water fromrivers flowng towards the lagoons. It is
the nai n paddy grow ng-district in the dry zone and covers a
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cultivated area of 104,456 acres, according to 1977 cul tivation survey.
M apriority basis this district ranks fourth inthe island s entire
paddy grow ng areas. The Od Dutch Fort in Battical oais a reninder
of her colonia past. The country’s Mritine Provinces, which the
Portuguese controll ed from1505 until the Dutch defeated themin
1639, and occupi ed Battical oa, Tri nconal ee and ol onbo. |1 n 1796
the British East I ndia Gnpany drove out the Dutch and sei zed the
coastal areas.

bout three decades ago there was
al nost no one who had not heard of Battical oa' s
singing fish. G full noon days, fish singi ng under
the Kalladi Bridge was a well-known feature in
the area and it helped to boost tourismin the
district. Anong its unique attractions is Pasikuddah Bay wth its
clear blue waters and where the coast is dotted with a nunber of
tourist guesthouses. The place was known in nany parts of the
vorl d before civil war broke out here. Battical oa' s other | andnarks
were the Val achchenai paper nills and the ancient Buddhi st
Tenple, i Mingal aranaya. This 500 year-old place of worship
reflects ethnic harnony in the area. The district was al so known
for local |y woven sarongs, popul ar anong nen al | over the country.

It was in the East that the tsunami of Decenber 26, 2004
clained nost of itsvictins. Even before this catastrophe, the people
there had faced nany a natural cal amty. Viol ent seas were nothing
strange to them

In 1845 the Eastern Province experienced a cyclone — the
first recorded natural disaster in the area. G Mrch 10, 1907 a
second cycl one hit the province, destroying nany |ives and property.
The nost heavily damaged was t he Kal munai har bour where nany
vessel s had been anchored. The w nds had swept away the roof s
of the Kalmunai hospital and rest house.

Goodbye Tsunam
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The Governnent Agent, Battical oa i nforned the Gol onial Gover nor
that coconut |andowners were anong those who suffered the
heavi est financial |osses since the wnds had uprooted 371, 053
coconut trees. According to the GA a total of 64 people, 1,436
buf f al oes and 175 goats had | ost their |ives. The nunber of pal nyrah,
cashew and ot her trees destroyed was 40, 114 whi | e t he nuniber of
houses, H ndu tenpl es and churches destroyed was 1,842. The total
loss was estinated at Rs. 4 nillion.

n January 10, 1921 anot her cycl one heavi | y danaged a ship
of f the Kal kudah coast. The w nds destroyed crops and every house
inthe area, which experienced 28 i nches of rainfall sinultaneously.

The cycl one of 1964 clained the |ives «
2000 and rendered 10,000 honel ess. Two hundred fishing boat s
noved out to sea fromthe East coast the previous night were | ost
along wth their crens. Inthe North, floods i nundated el ft 1sland
from where 200 bodies of victins were recovered. A nost all
i nfrastructures — houses, road networks and t el econmuni cati ons —
were destroyed. The cycl one denol i shed 5,000 houses in Jaffna,
3,000 in Mannar and 2900 in Padaviya naking it a total of 10,900
hones dest r oyed.

The nost recent cyclone was in 1978. The Snhala daily
Dawasa of Novenber 24, 1978 reported it under the front-page
banner-headline, ‘Sea flows inland.” The w nds havi ng ori gi nat ed
inthe Bay of Bengal first hit Battical oa and swept across the North
Gentral Province and entered the Arabian Sea fromthe coast of
Mannar on Novenber 23-24. Qnhe day’ s simul taneous rainfall inthe
NCP was 417 mllimetres, according to the Meteorol ogical
Departnent. The cycl one caused 915 deaths. In Battical oa the
ngjority of victing had drowned i n the seawaters that swept inl and.

Wien tidal waves hit the coast on Decenber 26, 2004, the
peopl e of Batticaloa were unavare that it was a tsunanmi. They
woul d have perhaps wondered why the sea was flow ng inland
wth no sign of a cyclone, not knowng that fate had nade fool s of
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themagai n. The residents of Kaththankudi experienced the cli nax
of the tidal waves on Decenter 26 at 8.30 am By 8.40 am the
vwaves were inundating a wde stretch of the coast at Battical oa.
The hi ghest nuniber of tsunam victins was in the North and East.
The lives lost in Trinconal ee Batticaloa and Ampara Dstricts in
the East nunibered 14,307. In Battical oa al one 2, 794 peopl e di ed.
The nunber that disappeared was 1,081. The injured nunbered
1,622 while 37,964 famlies were rendered honel ess. The nunber
of houses conpl etely destroyed was 14,484 while those partially
danaged was 5,651. Kaththankudi — a Mislimnaj ority area - bore
the brunt of the tsunam, which clained the lives of 107 people
there. The nuniber of fanilies displaced was 4, 723.

The Eastern Province’s popul ation is 1,460,879 of which
515,707 are in Batticaloa. 0 the total nunier people in the East
74.4 percent are Tamil, 25.4 percent Musli mand 0.1 percent S nhal a.
Fifteen percent of the country’'s total |and area bel ongs to the East,
whi ch represents seven percent of theisland' s total popul ation. Its
nmain sources of livelihood are agriculture, animal farmng and
fishing. The Battical oa Dstrict, which has been divided into 14
Secretarial Dvisions for administrative purposes, conprises one
nmuni ci pal council, one urban council and 346 grana niladari
di vi si ons.

Wen foreign aid began flowng into the country in the
imredi ate aftermath of the tsunam, 614 non-government al
organi zations went into action in the affected areas wth their
charitable and altruisitic assistance . Nnety-six of these were
international N3%. Amng them was the French organization
ACTED( The French Acronym stands for Agency for Technical
Gooperation and Devel opnent) which was forned in 1993. Wth
experience gai ned i n crisis-ridden A ghani stan, Kosovo, N caragua
and Haiti among other countries, ACTED nade a positive
contribution to post-tsunam relief operations in i Lanka, India
and I ndonesia. Its regional coordinating officeisinNewDel hi from
where this N@D nonitors operations in i Lanka and the rest of
Asia
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For rehabilitation activity here ACIED has obtained the
services of 100 international workers and over 2000 local s to fulfill
the organi zation's objective of raising people s living and thei r hopes
for a secure and peaceful world. ACTED nenbers first arrived in
i Lanka in January 2005 and commenced work in the Battical oa
Dstrict, which the organi zati on consi dered anong the worst af f ect ed
area in the country.

~ The estinmated cost of rebuilding
Infrastructure i ghways, railways, tel econmunications,
water and power supply, hospitas, schoos etc. inthe island s
tsunami-hit areas is US $1L.8 billion. In alocating funds for this
purpose at local governnent and district |evels, the governnent
was conpel led to allocate the na@j or part for reconstruction work
inthe North and East. Accordingly 58 percent of the funds neant
for spending on health, education, housing, sanitation, fisheries,
tourism highways and railways were directed to the North and
North and East. Thirteen percent of this anount was allocated to
Battical oa where the Uban Devel opnent Authority planned to
spend Rs. 28 million on rebuilding the nuni ci pal area and the ot her
ei ght towns.

The Worl d Bank gave an interest-free loan of $75 mllion to
assist the i Lanka Governnent inits programmes to rehabilitate
di spl aced victins of the t sunam and the 20-year civil war.

After conducting a pre-rehabilitation survey ACIED divi ded
its sphere of activity intofive areas — (1) renoval of tsunam-debris
and rehabi litation of roads using pai d | abour (2) building shelters(3)
wat er supply and sanitation (4) hygi ene pronoti on and psychosoci al
support (5) livelihood through the recovery of the fishery sector in
sel ected villages. For these purposes ACTED undertook a deep
analysis of the context relying as nuch as possible on national
capaci ties including N33, (B3, and working i n cl ose cooperation
w t h governnent coordi nation bodi es.
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ACTED was the organization that led others in building a
nechani smw thin a short space of tine to hel p tsunam victins to
earn a living. The organization utilized their services to clean up
the environnent and rebuild the infrastructure in the disaster-
stricken areas — a process, whi ch was first introduced in Batti cal oa.
Under this scheme 131 teans of 12 nenbers teans worked in 37
grana sevaka divisions inthe district’s eight Secretarial DO visions
over a 10 nonths period, and changing the list of beneficiaries
every 20 days in order to wden the inpact at conmunity |evel.
Thirty percent of those found enpl oynent as a result were wonen.
Intotal, 80 kmof roads were rehabilitated in the Kal umanchi kudy
i ncl uding 30 kmgravel | ed by ACTED i n cooperation with other aid
agenci es. The construction of 5.3 kilonetres of earth drai nage not
only enpl oyed 1,055 beneficiaries, but al so prevented floods for
80 famlies livingintransitional sheltersinfivevillages in Vakarai
toearnaliving Benefiting to over 5000 people in the district of
Battical oa and Trincomal ee, these Cash for Wbrk schenes
represented a transition between extrene vul nerability and | ong-
term econom ¢ recovery. The rehabilitation of road facilitated
access to health centres and school s, and nmany di spl aced peopl e
could returnto their hone. The drai nage prevented the flooding in
villages and resettl enent sites.

Among the surviving tsunam victins in the East is
Sat hyaseel am Rupachandr an(43) who i s a nenber of the first team
that engaged in road clearing operations i n Ot hachi nadam The
tidal waves destroyed his hone but his fanily survived. They were
in despai r when ACTED cane to their assistance and lent the famly
a hel pi ng hand. Rupachandran worked 90 days earni ng Rs. 350 per
day. Hs teamcl eaned roads, wells, school buildings, hospitals and
Hndu tenples. Roads were rebuilt and drains were constructed
and their village was brought back to what it was before the
t sunami .

Sxty percent of the villagers in

Ont hachi nradamwer e j ewel | ery manuf acturers, 20 percent engaged
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infishing, 10 percent in trading and the rest were enpl oyed in the
state and private sectors. Mt nal e children stop attendi ng school s
hal fway through and stay back to help their parents in jewellery
naki ng fisheries and agriculture. But girls continue their studies
and conpl ete their schooling. After their famlies lost their regul ar
sources of incone in the tsunam their parents had to depend on
the debris clearing and rebuil ding operations to earn a living.

Patrick Bal asi nghan{59) of Onthachi nadamis a retired bank
enpl oyee who had served in alnost all areas in the country. A te
the tsunami, he joined ACTED to hel p surviving tsunam victins.
Serving as ACTED s Monitoring and Eval uati on Gficer he plays a
leading role in serving the affected peopl e of the area. According
to him131 teans worked 81,302 days if we cunulate their work
over 10 nonths, and net villagers' needs. They had cl eaned 3, 375
five houses, 5,866 bl ocks of Iand, 123 bl ocks of public land, 52 public
bui I dings, 39 schools, three fisheries narket buildings and four
hospit al s. | n Kal ananchi kudy 110 kil ongtres of roadway were rebuil t
and five kilometres of three newroads were built after flattening
the debris before using rollers to level and fill the ground. Alarge
drai nage systemwas constructed to drain the water al ong an 850-
netre stretch in Kandal ady and 750-netre stretch in Vaharai in
order to minimze threats of floods inthe future.

(ne of the person who does the groundwork in these opera-
tions was ACTED Oficer David. A 24-year-old Frenchnan, he re-
calls wth pleasure the warmreception i Lankans accorded him
when ACTED nenbers arrived in the island. (He al so coordi nat es
the activities of French N33) He aso put in place a platformof
information for French N3 in Si Lanka.

According to | LI nternati onal Labour rgani zation) statistics
about 300, 000 persons | ost their neans of |ivelihood in the tsunani.
The 1LO has recomrmended that priority should be given to these
peopl e under the rehabilitation and reconstruction schenegs.
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It isthis context that ACTED s work has to be appreci at ed.
Not only didit pave the way for displ aced persons to earn an i ncone
but al so gave newlife the affected area through the construction
of new roads.

An exanpl e i s the Forut +ACTED road. Had such a road way
existed in nthachi nadam prior to the tsunam the lives of 60
villagers who perished woul d perhaps have survived since the
roadway woul d have an escape route for them The shrub jungl e
beyond t he beach prevented the victins fromqui ckly reachi ng the
nai n road, when they sawthe tidal waves rushing at them The
new 2.5 kilonetre-long road is an alternative route the ol d gravel
road that ran parallel to the sea. Those who died had tried in vain
torun for safety along this road.

Kandappan Vel nurugal resides on the site construction work
and says that he learnt nany | essons fromthe tsunam. According
tohim the Forut+ACTED road has not only nade it easier to bring
aidtothevillage but asolargely reduced the villagers’ fear of nat
being able to run for safety inthe event of another threat fromthe
sea. They have nowresettled in the pl aces where they lived earlier.

n accordance wth the Uhited Nati ons

enphasi s on the need to devel op the environnent and
surroundi ngs before resettling the survivors of a
di saster, tenporary houses were quickly built for
516, 150 displ aced famlies who were initially sent to
tenporary canps. The tsunam destroyed a total of 84,000 houses.
By the end of one year after the disaster N@» and other
organi zations had built 55,000 tenporary houses. ACTED too
participated directly in this venture and built 374 houses using
locally available raw material and reusable material . Each such
wooden franed-house is 21.6 square neters and is built on a rock
stone foundati on wth cadjan leaf walls. This structure offers a good
tenperature nost of the day due to an eased ventilation. The fl oor
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is cenented and the tiled roof is constructed wth strong ti nier.
Each househol d has a latrine and a wel|.

In fact, these houses are not really tenporary shelters but
sem - per nanent shel ters. Anong t he beneficiaries of this schene
i s Nethseel agamMil i ni (30) who lives with her brother Ry Kunar(25)
and several children all of whomhad earlier found shelter in the
Kali Hndu Tenple in the inmedi ate afternath of the t sunam. Ry
Kumar, a professional jewellery naker who lost all his equi pnent
inthe disaster.

ACTED initiated a nunber of programmes to rebuild the |ives
of peopleinthe Battical oa DOstrict and paved the way for sustai ned
devel opnent of the area. The organization supplied the fisher
conmuni ty, who survived the tsunam at Onthachi madam wth
boats, nets and other facilities, and al so carried out seabed cl eari ng
activities. Those engaged in selling fish were supplied wth bicycl es,
boxes to carry fish, scales and knives. The recipients were 306
persons in 12 villages of Kal ananchi kudam

Lhder this assistance plan, nearly 360 fisher fanilies
benefited. In addition to such assistance new fishing techni ques
were introduced to fishermen and they have been taught
environnental protection, oceanic science, bio-diversity engine
nai nt enance and nodern fishing industry.

Kanagar at nam Mani kyawasagan{53) i s armong t he fi shernen
who benefited fromthis schene. A resident of New School Lane,
Ont hachi madam and Mani kyawasagam s house was totally
destroyed in the tsunam, although he, his wife and children
escaped death. All the fishing boats on the beach too were swept
into the sea. ACIED gave hi ma new boat worth over Rs. 400,000 to
continue fishing in shal |l owwaters. Each such vessels 30 fanilies
like that of Mni kyanasagam who is assisted by other fishernen.
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ACTED has al so provi ded the fisher community wth urgently
needed col d storage facilities in a section of the recreation center
for fishermen. The organi zation al so took up the chall enge of
clearing waste on the beach and debris in the seabed that were
damagi ng coral reefs, fishing vessels and nets. This environnent al
pol | ution becang a serious obstacle to restoring nornal cy to the
area. Assigned to this task was a 10-nenber teamof expert divers
from Mt ara who di vi ded t hensel ves into groups before diving to
clear the seabed of debris. According to Muyilwaganam
Raj eshwar amwho was in charge of this project, his teamwas abl e
to clear an area of 2-3 kmkilonetres in the seabed after several
nont hs. The waste and debris were initially dunped on the beach
and later sone of themsuch as bricks, logs and cenent bl ocks
vere used for road construction. The rest were di sposed of. Today,
t he Ont hachi madam beach is conpl etely cl ean.

The tsunam al so destroyed 340 hectares of vegetabl e crop,
18,627 coconut trees, 13,430 hectares of fruit cultivation in the
Batticaloa Dstrict, 6,447 cashewtrees and 10.5 hectares of betel
cutivation. The tidal waves also killed 2,449 herd of cattle and
3,034 goats. The total value of agricultural crops destroyed in the
Eastern Province was nearly Rs.157 nillion. @ this anount the
loss caused to Batticaloa District was alnost Rs.60 mllion.
Atogether livestock worth around R5.98 million were lost in the
East. Batticaloa’ s loss vas nearly Rs. 45 million. The total danage
that the district suffered in the areas of agriculture and |ivestock
was estinated at to Rs. 104 nllion. Ascientific survey onthis |oss
has reveal ed that the district needs at least Rs. 106 mllionto recover
fromt hese | osses.

Arong this NBDs other priorities were the inprovenent of
sanitation and the supply of clean water to famlies since the tsunam
pol luted a | arge nuntber of wells inthe Battical oa Dstrict, depriving
residents of drinking water and water for bathi ng. ACTED t ook up
this chall enge at a deci sive nonent and restored 1,343 wel | s thus
benefiting 1,600 fanlies. The organi zation al so sank 35 tube wells,
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built 2,294 newlatrines and distributed 2,042 hygi ene kits anong
people in three vill ages.

ACTED al so launched a programme to educate people on
health habits and utilized the services of rural volunteers for the
purpose. h the first stage a 30-nenber teamsel ected fromthree
villages was trained in identifying physical and nental health
probl ens, facilitating di al ogue anong not hers, social service and
first aid before deploying themin the affected areas. Later the
team s nenbership grewto 43. In addition 90 wonen were sel ected
to follow several 3 days courses in sanitation, prevention of
di seases, provision of clean drinking water and nutrition net hods.
The organi zati on hopes to continue this trai ning process to educate
people in building teamspirit, to identify leaders, train themin
per sonnel nanagenent and hel p themto identify natural disasters
and to i nprove communi cation and handl e other issues |inked to
di saster nanagenent. ACTED has provi ded t he necessary techni cal
assistance to rebuild agriculture and guided residents in
nanuf acturing and using natural fertilizer. The area s mai n crops
are oni ons, cowpea, vegetabl es and cashew

he | eader of the team depoyed totrain

people in sanitation was Indra Sanaraw ckrena.

Anative of Mitara, she is narried to Patrick and

the couple is engaged in hel ping the needy. They

printed | eafl ets and bookl ets on good heal th habits
for the young and had themdi stri buted anong chil dren in the area.
The teamsel ected bright children to carry this task forward. Basic
know edge such as boiling water before drinking, protecting food
itens fromflies, properly cleaning vessels used for cooking,
preparing clean food, washing hands well before eating and
keeping latrines well cleaned, washing hands well with soap after
using the toilet, proper disposal of waste and garbage, protection
from nosqui t oes and keeping the prenmises of one’s hone cl ean
were anong the contents of the bookl ets which the teamdistributed
i n house-to-house visits. The peopl e there were generally not in

Brick by Brick
mickly ik @)



the habit of using latrines, according to Patrick. He said that the
new | atrines conprised concrete tanks in which waste natter was
col l ected whereas nost residents were used to pit latrines that
pol luted ground water. Bi it hed t aken a great deal of effort for
the teamt o convi nce peopl e the i nportance of usi ng concrete tanks,
by which it woul d be possi bl e for urban council bowsers to renove
and di spose of the waste natter.

ACTED printed 33,000 copies the rel evant bookl et, part of
which was distributed along with 7,700 boxes of crayons anong
school children. Qher N3» and also Ostrict health authorities
assisted ACTEDin this venture.

A'so distributed throughout nthachi mradam were 20, 900
packs of Aquatabs - a water-purifying chemmcal. Asingl e tablet of
this can purify between eignt to 10 litres of water. Uhder this
programe, ACTED al so took steps to enlighten public health
inspectors too. They were given extensive training and provi ded
w th the necessary equi pnent.

Punyanurt hi Jeew t ha(18) who | ost her nother, brother and
sister in the tsunam, still lives in the Qithachi nadamcanp. She
and her father who survived identified the bodies at the
Kal ananchi kudy hospital norgue. Despite the irreparabl e | oss she
suffered Jeewrtha is an active vol unteer in the ACTED heal th proj ect
and thanks the organi zation for teaching the villagers good heal th
habits. She visits hones tw ce a week and checks their cl eanliness.

She is happy to note that all are followng the instructions
properly. She stresses the inportance of continuing this since
ACTED woul d not be there forever.

David however said that no paynents were nade to the
vol unteers since they were working for the benefit of their own
villages and towns. They shoul d be dedicated to caring for their
peopl e, according to him ACTED provi ded necessary training so
that the vol unteers find funds by thensel ves, consideringthis as a
nor e sustai nabl e sal uti on than payi ng vol uteers for a short-termprg ect.
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ACTED al so focused on neeting the physical and
psychol ogi cal needs of children followng their traunatic
experience in the tsunami. Paying wth children, singing and
reciting poetry wth them story telling, drawng and painting,
pl ayacting and organizing various other forns of entertai nnent
were sone of these.

ACTED s office in Battical oa coordinates its tsunam relief
activities and in charge of the project is Celine, a much
experi enced young French wonan who arrived in Si Lanka in
August 2005. Assisting her is Aexis who supervises the distribution
of goods, admnistration and | ogistics, and Sefanie, in charge of
the nonitoring and eval uati on of ACTED s past and current projects.

It issgificat thaa ACTEDas ot cofinedits

operations to tsunam relief assistance, rehabilitation of survivors
and reconstruction activity but has al so extended its projects to
uplift the lives of war-affected people in the un-cleared area of
Vaharai .

According to the Vérld Bank's Si Lanka Drector special
programres under the Tsunam relief project is needed for
consol i dat i ng peace and rehabi litate peopl e in conflict-ridden areas.
ACTED is already engaged in the task. David further says that his
organi zati on woul d soon hol d discussions in this connection in
Trinconal ee and Col onbo where peopl e woul d direct towards
i nter-exchange programmes to build bridges of ACIED i Lanka
strives to nainstreamits approach to both tsunam and conflict
affected areas through the devel opnent of synergi es between t hese
comunities in terns of social devel opment and economc
reintegration.

David stresses that ACTEDI s constantly working i n partnership
w th the governnent and N3O coordi nation bodi es. H's organi zation
isasowllingtoreach out nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons. David says
that ACTED has pledged to work for sustainability and therefore
tovards a brighter future for i Lanka®
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FACE TO

he year 1945 was nonentous in world history. That

was the year when World War |1 findly vas over.

Ml lions of people paidaheavy toll. Ater the raging

conflict, people al over the world and especial ly in

Eur ope and Asia were heaving a sigh of relief as
they were about to begin a new | eases of life.

The two nations whi ch were decisively battered by this were
the United Kingdomand Gerrmany. Rehdhilitation processes were
therefore initiated in these countries. Like al other countries,
Gernany al so had its revol utionary social changes. M| 1ages were
being rebuilt and the displaced citizens were returning. There
was a new awakeni ng.

It was also that year that a wnd of change had blown in the
city of Tuebingen. It was in this backdrop that a Gernman naned
Detrich Sotz also had alucky birth. He was part of a four- nenter
famly. As a young nan, Detrich he qualified as an Agricultural
Econom st as Econonics was hi s passi on.

Wien he commenced the 27th year of his life, he took two
naj or deci sions: one was to get narried and the other one was to
join the German Technical GCooperation (GIZ), a devel opnent
agency inplenmenting activities on behalf of the Gernan Federal
Mnistry for Econonmic (ooperation and Devel opnent (BME). He
started his professional career in Kenya in 1974.



GIZis aninstitution which spreads over 120 countries wth a
focus in 60 countries. It is an organization which interacts as a
state institution of the Federal Republic of Gernany wth nany
other Gvernnents and other private sector organi zations. Its core
busi ness i s the provision of technical cooperation for governnents
of devel opi ng countri es.

Detrich served GIZ in Africa, mainly in Kenya and Ml aw .
Later he returned to his hone country to serve GIZ for seven years
as a Project Hanning Gficer.

t vas a that st age tha his atention turned

to Asia and he served wth passion in Asian countries

such as Ganbodi a, Nepal , Laos and Pakistan. He first

did not have the opportunity to serve in i Lanka. In

Nepal , he becane the Head of GIZ s Rural Devel opnent
Programme, assisting in rural housing.

Detrich started working in Si Lanka in Septener 2004. It
was during his Christnas holidays in Gernmany that he watched
tel evision and sawtraunati c tsunani disaster visual s on theisland
republic. Heleft all his personal interestsin Grnany wth Si Lanka
inmnd. H arrived in §i Lanka and rushed to Battical oa. Then, in
col laboration with the Mnistry of Nation Building and Devel opnent,
he had to engage towards a different devel opnent program for
the tsunam-af fected eastern province fromthe original schedul e
he had in mnd.

Frst, the GIZ team assessed the damage in the entire
Battical oa Ostrict vhichwas the nost destructed areainthe entirety
of i Lanka. There were over 60,000 affected famlies of which
30, 000 wer e di spl aced. The tsunam waves not only di spl aced t hem
but al so destroyed their |ivelihoods.

Over 4,000 people were killed or disappeared. T the
displaced in the whole island, over 20% of them were from
Batticaloa Dstrict. These include 12,000 peopl e who | ost fishing
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boats. G thetotal deadin i Lanka fromthe tsunam, the Battical oa
D strict accounted for 13% Residents of the Battical oa Dstrict were
inanstate of utnost despondency.

The inmedi ate priority for the GIZ ves to

provi de essential commodities for over 5000 famlies in Battical oa
such as food itens and beddi ng. Wth the ai mof supplying all the
di spl aced wth the essential s, GIZ coordinated the operati ons wth
state and private sector organi zati ons and N33.

Despite not being directly involved in all sectors, the ro e of
GIZ was monunental . The state of the natural wells was so bad
that the provision of drinking water to residents was al nost
inpossible. GIZ cane to the rescue of the Battical oa O strict
residents by providing state sector organizations wth 35 water
punps. This was a deci sive step for the environment in Battical oa
Dstrict inthe inmedi ate afternath of the tsunam.

Anot her segnent of the GIZ assistance to people in
Battical oa was the provision of 35 notorcycles which were used
by state and private sector organi zati ons to coordi nat e operati ons
inthearea. Tractors and trailers, generators and notor boat s were
al so suppl i ed.

It was then that 1ong termplanning for the Dstrict which the
GIZ teamhad envisaged and that Detrich' s experience in house
bui | di ng was sought af ter.

21,101 houses in Battical oa were damaged while 3,407 of
themwere wthin the 200 neter buffer zone. 11, 713 houses out si de
the 200 neter zone were conpl etely destroyed. Additionally, 5981
houses were sem -damaged. The pl anni ng of the housi ng proj ect
then becane a real challenge.

Detrich's international experiences in the arena of rural
housi ng were of trenendous val ue i n this bridge-buil ding exercise.
It was started with resettlenent prograns in three areas of
Batticaloa. Detrich' s teampl anned for athree year programstarti ng
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in July 2005 till Decenter 2008: the Food Security and Gonflict
Transformation (FSCT) project.

There was unprecedented denand for raw materials for
housi ng projects as the nunber of damaged houses was
consi derably high. The denmand for sand, bricks, tinber, tiles ad
others soared and exceeded the supply of these vital naterials.
These had to be found at all costs and as fast as possible while
there was a conpelling need to find storage space for all these
raw naterial s.

The next st €P WAS to find the requisite resource
personnel for arduous task. A major drawback was the huge
deficiency in nasons, carpenters and other skilled workers. GIZ
in collaboration wth the Si Lankan Governnent, decided to
establish three vocational training centres.

GIZ s strategy was to train people to facilitate
inpl enentation of its project while al so providing enpl oynent in
thedistrict. Thetraining was free and several peopl e were recruited
through three centres at Vakarai, Ondachchi nadam and
Val achannai . The people who got priority were the tsunam
di spl aced.

Trainees has to performa six nonth training period while also
being required to sit for a witten examnation. They were given
the opportunity to earn an incone during that period as well. They
coul d either serve as contractors or as seni-pernanent enpl oyees.

The ai mof GIZ FSCT project was not the nere recruitnent
of masons and carpenters. Wiat Detrich had in mind was to
i ncorporate wonen as well.

There was an al | ocati on of 20%of the avail abl e positions to wonen,
which reflected effort s to reach gender equality. This was al so seen
as a way to enhance famly i ncones on a sustai nabl e basi s. Vénen
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were provided wth an al | onance for the first nonth and t hey woul d
be drawng a regul ar incone fromthe first nonth itself.

he Val achchanai Training Gentre

is a venue where a | arge nunber of young nen and

wonen recei ved training and earned an incorne.

21 year-old Aanthini was one of them Born in the

city of Karuvankerni area, she was living in the
Kal nunai area where her brother’s house was destroyed by the
t sunam .

Slvaraj Gianawathi is a 44 year-old housewife. She is a
not her of two and was living in Mannar prior to the tsunam. She
cane to Battical oa so that her husband woul d earn better incone.
There is al so 21- year ol d Karmapat hi pillai Nesarma who |ives in
the village of Palayadithoni and attended Sandilivilli Qllege. She
passed the QE O Level and also narrowy escaped from the
tsunam killer waves.

Sharnila Devi is also a trained woman fromthe Gentre and
is aresident of Karuvankerni area. Al these are part of the large
nunber of peopl e trained through GIZ's wor kshop.

They were trai ned from Septenber 2005 and were enpl oyed
on a contractual basis as carpenters fromJanuary 2006. They were
trained in woodwork and have been supplying the wooden
structure for doors and w ndows. They were paid a sumof Rs. 11, 700
each by February 10 and a further Rs. 8,000 each by February 21.
There were able to earn Rs. 24,000 for the nonth of February 2006.
It was through GIZ that all these youths were able to get training
and enploynent in the immediate aftermath of the tsunam.

They are extrenely content wth their earnings and they are
now pl anning for their future. Each of the batches conprises 25
nmasons and 25 carpenters.
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Anong the trainees is 21- year old Slvarg
Selvarani who has studied at Ranakrishana ollege and is a
resident of Morankotanchenai. There is also 26 years old
Arasarathina who is of the sane area and is a student of
M vekananda Balika Mdyalaya of Kalladi. She is also living wth
one of her aunts and her house has al so been heavi |l y danaged by
the tsunami. There is 19 year-ol d Wayanandani who passed the
QE Jlevel and was trained at the centre. For their training, they
were provided wth all the tools and equi pnrent fromthe centre.
The training that they received has given a new inpetus to the
econonic activitiesinthe areaitself. Thereis a so a young bevy of
girls who have specialized in the sawng of tinber. They are being
trained by two experienced trainers.

The trainees have been conpleting a nunber of wooden
product s whi ch have been stored for the benefit of future projects.
The venue at the training centre is akin to a snall factory.

There are also the people who have been trained in the
nmanuf acturing of bricks and cenent bl ocks. Al assistance was
provided so that they could live independently and wth dignity.
Their earnings could rise to around Rs. 1,000 per day, wichis
considerable in the areas of Vakarai, Lakavanchi kuddi,
hdachchi madam They were awarded certificates for their skills
trai ning which wll enable themto procure forei gn enpl oynent as
vel |,

The GIZ training centre was established wth the ai m of
providing training to the youth of the area not only to add val ue to
t he enpl oynent gener at ed and enhance | i vi ng standards of tsunani
affected people in the area but also to get the requisite trained
nmanpovwer fromthe area itself which can be used for projects.
GlZalsoains totrainatotal of 2 000 nasons and carpenters from
the area. ne of the ains of the programis to add value to their
creativity. This neans that there are al ready 200 such highly trai ned
peopl e fromthese centres. Gender equity and hunan val ues are
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al so pronot ed during these trai nings. Thi s breeds new senm-skilled
prof essi onal s who are born in that area as well. The next step and
the challenge that Or. Oetrich faced was the supply of the denand
of the rawnaterial s whi ch were badly needed for the construction
projects. Al these tsunam devastated areas were badly i n need of
these raw naterials which were wanted by the state and private
sector institutions which were building houses for the tsunam
ravaged residents of the areas. GIZ al so took up the chal | enge of
supplying the rawnaterial s on a continuous basis as wel .

The German CGovernnent - owned agency, in colaboration
with the Si Lankan Governnent, selected two areas for the
settlement of the tsunam displaced and stores were erected for
the storage of raw naterials. Onhe of these was at the
Paddi yaddi chenai in the Kal kudah Divisional Secretariat which
supplies all cenment blocks for projects while al so supplying the
necessary sand, bricks, cenent and ti nier.

(he of the nai n chal | enges that Fscrproj ect
team faced was the absence of required standards for the
conpl etion of tsunam housing despite the need to accel erate
inpl enentation of the projects. The absence of qualified and
experienced town and country planners in Battical oa O strict nade
GIZ managenent | ook towards Col onbo. GIZ pl anners were
successfully able to procure the resource personnel fromthe
Nati onal Housi ng Devel opnent Authority.

There were a series of shortconmings in tsunam areas and
all residents of the areas had to be handled with extrene care.

They could be easily upset as they were enotionally
vulnerable. It is in this backdrop that GIZ had to involve the
participation of planners in projects and which had to be handl ed
wth great care. These were sone of the features which were
instrunental in GIZ successful |y conpl eting projects.
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GIZ s FSCT project ained to conpl ete 1,000 houses of whi ch
200 vere new for the displaced and for the renai nder 780. This
was nade possobl e wth the participation of those displacedinthe
villages of Kal kuddah. Onhdachchi madam and Vekarai .

Thanbapi | | ai Qunasunderam of Central Road Kal kuddah is
one of the beneficiaries of these houses. H is a father of five
three sons and two daughters. Jo Ama is the nane of his wfe.
There were over 200 houses in his area, including his house, which
were totally devast ated. He lost his sister, brother inlawand 17 of
his relations in the tsunam.

That was the reason V\hy Qunasunder am had
toreluctantly goto arefugee canp. GIZ in collaboration wth the
Si Lankan Governnent, supported himto purchase cenent to
rebuild his house. Today he is content living in the rebuilt house,
whi ch even has el ectricity. “l never dreamt of livingin such a house
ever innylife. Vé weretotally shattered about our future after the
tsunam devastation’, he said. “Before the tsunam, we were living
inasnal cadjan hut. Then our hut was taken away by the killer
waves and ve fell fromthe frying pantothe fire. Fortunately, the
Government started giving us aid and | aunched the re-buil di ng of
all houses destroyed by the tsunanmi. GIZ provi ded support in the
construction of these houses. V& are nowvery happy toliveinthis
house. "

GIZ teamdid not stop there as it assisted Qunasunderam s
23 year-ol d son Qugandan to be trained at the Vocational Training
Gentre. Heis the bread wnner of the fanmily. There is a so 56 year
ol d Arunasal am Si vagnanam who has built his house I|ike
Qunasunder am

Inadditionto all contributions to the socia devel opnent of
the eastern provi nce such as the upgradi ng of the hunan resour ces
conponent, GIZ was nagnani nous i n the buil ding of a 130 houses
village inthe Dstrict, situated in Paddi yaddi chennai, Koral ai pattu
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Dvisional Secretariat inthe Kal kudah Gana Sevaka Dvision. It is
inthisdivisionthat the world fanous Passi kuddhah beach is. It is
tothis beach that tourists fromall over the world used to cone and
visit. It is due to the tsunanh carnage that there are little or no
visitors to this once | oved beach today. The naxi mum nunber of
deaths due to the tsunam (512) is to be found in Koralaipattu
Dvision. Onhthe first anniversary of the tsunam on Decener 26,
2005 the unveiling of a commenorative pl ague was organi zed in
the division

The vil | age of Paddi yaddi chenai in the Koral ai pattu D visi onal
Secretariat is being built wth the aimto foster sustanability.
Infrastructure includes drainage and sewerage systens as well
electric facilities and tel ephones.

There is a great drive in getting the residents of these areas
involved in rowng trees and in hone gardeni ng. There has been
free distribution of coconut plants in the area in order to boost
I ocal production.

(ne store inthe area supplies concrete bl ocks, sand, cenent
and all the construction uwtilities while the tiles are brought from
Entonb. There is al so a Marketing Gentre whi ch pronot es product s
whi ch have been manufactured and produced by trainees from
the Vocational Training Gentre. “This is al so an investnent for the
future of these trainees”, Or. Detrich Stotz says passionately.

The homes which has been provided in the
Paddi yaddi chenai area have been for a range of residents who
cone fromall walks of life and anmong themis Kandaswany
Chandri ka who has had a strange experi ence whil e savi ng hersel f
fromthe tsunami. She is 39 years of age and her house was situated
by the roadsi de at Kal kuddah. Wth her was a 69 year ol d not her
Pul ammar and her father was an enpl oyee of the Val achchennai
Nat i onal Paper Conpany factory.

Chandrika is a nother of five children and her eldest is
Ranjani who is 21 years old. Then there is her 20 year-old son
Radhi sh who i s fol lowned by 16 year-old Rajinth. It was Chandrika' s
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responsibility to provide for all the needs of her children. She
nouri shes great dreans for all her offspring. The fourth is 15 year
ol d daughter Rgjipriya and the youngest is 14 year ol d son Rgj endra.
In order to support her famly, like nany people in i Lanka, she
worked to the Mddl e East 12 years ago.

It ves inthequest of thefufillnet «

her dreans that Chandrika returned to the island on Decenber 24,
2004 wth gifts she was bringing fromher 12 year old stint in the
Mdd e East. It was misfortune that Chandrika faced on that norni ng
li ke thousands of residents of coastal i Lanka. Her house was
wthin the 100 neter zone and she did not have the tine nor the
inclination to think of what destiny would befall her on that fateful
norni ng. Wthin seconds, all her gifts and bel ongi ngs were pl oughed
back into the sea.

Choking with enotion, she said: “lIt was at trenendous
personal sacrifice for ne to bring all these goods for ny chil dren
and | could not even see what | had brought. | had great

expectations wth the savings that | had nade and | am heart
broken, she wept. This is ny personal property and it was destroyed
w thin seconds and | have no hope for the future. Nowl amafraid
when | see the sea and | want to live as far as possible fromthe
sea,” she says.

However , she also has great expect ations with the new
house that she received through the Gvernnent. It spans 3,535
square neters and there is also a separate area spanning 3,920
square feet which has been reserved for community activities.

GIZ activities al so enconpass t he devel opment of public and
private infrastructure. Qhe of the achievenents of GIZ s proj ect
was the conpl etion of a water supply and drai nage syst emspanni ng
14 kilonetres in the Vakarai area. In addition, nine buildings for
communi ty devel opment and a building for socio- economc
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training were constructed. GIZ also gave priority to skills
devel opnent .

Another focus was the creation of right environnents for
enpl oynent generation and for econom c independence.
Trenendous assi st ance was provided for the fisheries industry as
vell as for the jevel lery industry for whi ch equi pnent was provi ded
free of charge. Drections were al so provided for the nanufacture
of concrete bl ocks and mul ti purpose wood wor ki ng nachi nery.

N t hyanandan of Val achchanai is al so one of the beneficiaries
of the GZassisted project. Heis 23years old. Wth his friend Auna,
w th whom he has worked as carpenters, he bought nachinery in
March 2006. It was through the trai ning provided by GIZ that they
were abl e to purchase the nachinery wthout having to apply for
bank loans. He is nowwell off and econonical |y i ndependent.

GIZ-supported projects are joint ventures between the
Covernnments of Si Lanka and Gernany.

Qne of the nain areas that nost conservationists and
planners tendtoignoreis the environnent andit is this factor which
tends to get negl ected i n many devel opnent projects. Thus, one of
the inportant conponents of GIZ's FSCT project was al so the
conservation of the environnent.

The strategy used by GIZ was to get the invol venent of the
peopl e of the areas concerned in consultation with the state
agenci es engaged i n envi ronnent conservation. The peopl e of the
area were request ed to undertake cul tivation of around 3,000 pl ants
of one hectare each. Gant aid was provided for the digging of
vells to sustain these plants. The plant nursery spans 167 acres
andit isaticipated that there wll be sufficient plants for al areas
wthin the next four years. It is the responsibility of these social
organi zations to ensure that all plants are safe and grow properly
according to the required si zes. ne of the cornerstones of the
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success of these projects is that all the organi zati ons which vere
dealing with the projects got close to the people and were a
trenmendous i nfl uence on them

There was a |large nuner of foreigners who cane to the
rescue of Si Lanka and sone for these prograns and projects
cane tothe Batticaloa Dstrict aswell. Thengjority of residentsin
the coastal belt were traumatized and it was wth the greatest
attention and care that their lives were restored. However, nost
N33 and other foreign initiatives involved wth projects for
restoration of the physical infrastructure produced well napped
plans for the benefit of not only the residents but their environnents
as vell.

t was wth the ai mof | ong termsustai nabl e devel opnent

that Or. Detrich Stotz and his teamhad resurrected

the lives of Battical oa residents. e of the nain

responsi bilities of theinstitutionwas to ensure that

psychosoci al support was provided to those affected
by the tidal waves.

Dr. Oetrich and his wfe who planned strategies for the
rebuilding of the Batticaloa Ostrict in a sustai nabl e nanner woul d
al so not forget the associates and the col | eagues w th whomt hey
worked. The fact that Brigitte was close to the fenal e vol unteers
was al so a trenendous source of strength to Dr. Detrich. They had
planned to stay inthe Batticaloa Dstrict for along tine to ensure
that the projects that they were working on would get their
expertise. Batticaloa dwellers especially valued the couple’ s
experi ence and commitnent.

Hstorical records prove that the Battical oa town had caught
considerable international attention even fromthe tine of the
Portuguese and the Dutch. During these days, Battical oa harbour
was used for entrepot trading. This was the period during which
trading of all the conmoditi es was done by the K ngs of yore and
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it was for that reason why the foreign rulers of that tine were
interestedin capturing Battical oa port which they didin 1639. Wthin
a year fromthat date, they decided to abandon their interests in
the port of Battical oa when they realized they were unabl e to grow
ci nnanon, whi ch was a prine export cormodity in the Battical oa
regi on, and as they recei ved continuous threats fromthe Gayl onese
Ki ngs.

Hstorical evidence also revea s tha the
Battical oa port was of interest tothe upcountry rulers of i Lanka
also at that tine. King Ry asi nghe had al so sent aletter on January
5, 1665 to the Dutch rulers that he too wanted sone security
personnel for his personal use as well. He did not stop at that as he
al so requested the Dutch to send a fewships to the Eastern ports.
According to historians, wththis strategy, the Kking wanted to stop
hi s enenies fromfleeing the country at that tine. There were various
battles between the Kings and the Dutch at that tine and his aim
was to mninize it. There was a |love-hate rel ationshi p between
the Kings of yore and the Dutch rul ers.

It was in the year 1668 that the Gormander of the Dutch
Forces Ruthas |aunched an attack and conquered the Battical oa
port. The amwas to conquer the trading facility in the port. Two
of their principle exports were ci nnanon and arecenut. There had
been sweepi ng attenpts by the Dutch who were trying their utnost
to capture the Batticaloa port for its premumpasition in trading.
To assi st that were the Misl i mtraders who di d door to door purchase
for the Dutch.

A night, Battical oa town | ooked deserted. An aura of beauty
envel oped the city fromthe Fort to the lagoon. It was at that tine
when residents were finally heaving a sigh of relief about the
historical vagaries that the tsunam struck them This by itsel f had
a series of severe effects on residents. The Passi kudah beach has
no visitors any nore. The jewellery manufacturers of
hdachchi madam are hel pl ess. The resident s of the Vakarai area
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vwhich have been the victins of both the arned forces and the
LTTE are tot aly hel pl ess.

Dr. Detrichand his wfe Bigitte are very cl ose to the peopl e
of Batticaloa. Their aimis to ensure that they take anay the trauna
and the tears. It is their amto nake sure that the people of
Battical oa |ive independently and honourably. Their son lives in
Australia. Their daughter Seffieworks in Lufthansa Airline. Sheis
a resident of Gernany.

Wiile their son is in Australia and their daughter is in
Germany, Detrich and Bigitte are providing nental strength and
courage so the tsunam devastated people in Si Lanka can uplift
their lives. It is sure that Batticaloa residents are smiling at the
efforts that the Gernan couple nade in their best interests and
benevol ence ®
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A NEW BEGQ NNI NG

hi | ean Poet Pabl o Neruda hes 1€t an

indelible inpression and a stanp of class in Latin

Anerican poetry. It vasduringhisvisit toSi Lanka

inhis capacity as the representative of his

Qvernnent that he fell inlove wth the beaches of
Si Lanka. It was the splendour and the grandeur of the beaches
whi ch evol ved his poetry. It was titled as the beaches of Gyl an
and there would not have been any other foreigner who was in
love with the beaches of Si Lanka in the nmanner in which he
expressed it inhis poetry. The beaches of Si Lanka were enri ched
by this Nobel Prize laureate. It was on Decenfber 26, 2004 that all
these footprints were snatched away by the tsunami. The |ives of
800,000 Si Lankans were turned up side down by the devastation
and the carnage. It was alsowthin split second whi ch the property
and lives were snatched and only the vestiges were renaini ng.
The lives were washed away to the sea.

The port city of Hanbantota was al so one of the subjects of
the carnage in a very deci si ve nanner and i n accordance wth the
sane nanner as it is steepedin history. The Dstrict of Hanbantot a
whi ch spans across a | andnass of 2609 square kiloneters and a
beach stretch of 30 kil ongters has a | arge nunber of reasons to be
associated wth history. The Ostrict has seven salterns and is an
integral part of the national salt production. There are also the
inputs of the district intothe nationa tourismand fisheries



industries. There are nineteen rivers, of which the Vél ane Ganga
is the nost inportant. The 13 irrigation tanks in the district form
the cornerstone in providing the vater to the districts cultivation
and agricultura activities.

The district has been a najor catalyst for tourism g ven
that a najority of the pilgrins and devotees who visit Kataragana
have to pass the Hanbant ot aDstrict. The Yal a sanctuary and gane
reserve is also popular anong the tourists. It was due to these
factors that there were no shortages of the tourists tothe Dstrict.
There is al so the St hul pauwna Raj a Miha M haraya to whi ch 12, 000
Arahants arrived during the reign of King Dutugenunu in the eras
of yore.

The Hanbant ot aDstrict has a popu ation of 525,370.
The popul ation density is 291 per square kilometer. There are 11
Dvisional Secretariats inthe Ostrict of which the ones whi ch were
devastated by the District are: Hanbantota, Ti ssanaharanaya,
Anbal ant ot a and Tangal | e. Wthinthe district, there are 592 Gana
Sevaka O vi si ons and each of themspan 4.4 square kil ongtres each.
It isthisDstrict wiichhas the third | onest per capitainconein i
Lanka and whi ch al so has the nmaxi numpoverty anong t he coast al
dstrictsintheisland

(n the norning of the Decentber 26, 2004, the only fl oodi ng
of the sea that the peopl e of Hanbantota had heard was that whi ch
happened during the reign of King Kavantissaintines of yore. It is
also salient to nention that incident in the context of the
Hanbantota D strict is that Kng Kel anitissa put his daughter into a
boat to stop the floods and it was at Kirinda in the Ti ssanahar ana
Dvisional Secretariat inthe Hanbantota Ostrict that the boat and
the journey stopped. So did the floods.

The Hanbantota Dstrict was also a part of the carnage
and it was at 9.10 amon that dreadful day that the tsunanmi arrived
inthe Hanbantota Dstrict. There were a large nunber of peopl e
who were swept away by the tsunanmi. There were 78, 968 peopl e
in 16,994 famlies who were affected and there were 3067 that | ost
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their lives inthe carnage. There were 361 peopl e who were critically
injured while there were 963 peopl e whose details could not be
traced. There were 486 tenporary refugee canps inthe district as
t here were 2303 houses whi ch were total |y danaged whil e a further
1744 were partially danaged. The nost severe damage happened
a Tangal |l e, Hanbantot a Anbal antota and Ti ssanmahar amaya
areas.

he inhabi t ant S of the Hanbant ot a Dstrict

who actively contribute to the national econony in

terns of physical and hunan resources had only

their lives left while all their assets and thei r

personal bel ongi ngs were swept to the sea wthin
mnutes of the devastation. The peopl e who were affected nost
were those the people who were living in abject poverty and it
was the cooperation of the rest of the country that they were abl e
touplift their lives froma very precarious situation.

Prior tothe tsunami carnage, the farners and the fi shernan
nade a stupendous contribution towards the national econony.
There were hectares of paddy |and inthe district prior to the tsunam
under cul tivation whi ch accounted for 8. 9%of the | and extent under
paddy production. The annual paddy production of the district was
145,000 tonnes and the total |and that was destroyed by the t sunam
was 343 hectares of paddy |and, 36 hectares of other crops while
623 fanilies who were in cultivation died. Wile the fisheries
industry was also an integral livelihood of the district, there were
34,470 tones of fish produced fromthe district. There were 5,385
fishing famlies in the district wiile the tota nunber of people
who were fishing in the district anounted to 7001.

There were a large nunber of local and forei gn donor
concerns whi ch cane to the rescue of the peopl e i n the Hanbant ot a
Dstrict which accel erated the restorati on prograns. Wiile there
were 15 state sector institutions, there were four regional
devel opnent institutions and 15 foreign Non Governnental
Institutions which cane to the rescue of the tsunam victins who
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were associ ated wth the rej uvenati on of the tsunam af fected
Hunfbantota D strict residents.

(ne of these organizations that got involved in the
post tsunam rehabilitation is Navaj eevana, which comnmenced in
1987 with a nere three people and has been assisting in the
transfornation of alarge nuntoer of peopleinthe Dstrict since today.
The Chief propellant and founder of the project is Ms Kunarini
Wockranasuriya. Navajeevana is an organi zati on which focuses
on people wth disabilities (PMID) - whatever their disability is -
and their famlies aimng at the inprovenent of their quality of
lives. The services of Navaj eevana incl ude speech and | anguage
therapy, hearing assessnents, hearing aid delivery, Pre-school
classes for children with sensory and |earning disabilities,
physi ot herapy, epilepsy clinics as well as vocational training
programres. Apart from these institution based services,
Navaj eevana establ i shed a solid Gormunity based rehabilitation
(BR program FHeld officers and nore than 200 vol unteers from
the villages provi de basic heal th care to P/Ds, awareness rai sing
and prevention of disability, basic physiotherapy training for fanlies
of disabled people, counselling and (early) identification of
disabilities as well as referral services. Furthernore, Navaj eevana
organi ses regul ar eye, speech and physi ot herapy clinics in the nost
rural areas of the province as wthout these nany would find it
i npossi bl e to receive treatment, support and advi ce.

Anong the forei gn benefactors wio have
been assi sting Navaj eevana over the years is the Gristoffel Hind
M ssi on((BV - one of the nmai n donors of Navaj eevana si nce 1988.
It isaGrnan based N33 vhichisworkinginthe field of disability
and devel opment in more than 100 countries worldw de.
Navaj eevana’' s staff conprises 60 dedi cated teamnenbers, such
asfo imtance M. H R Suranga who has been trai ned i n Ganbodi a
inthe production of artificia linbs. The teamis al so supported on
a regular basis by Indian specialists. Through its community
vol unteers Navaj eevana extends its services to the areas of
Tangal | e, Katuwana, Angunukol apel | essa, Beliatte, WAl asmul | a and
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(kawel a. Snce to date, over 6,000 peopl e have been assisted by
Navaj eevana through intervention and support. Navaj eevana
follows an explicitly participatory approach, which is based on
i ntensi ve conmuni cation wth people wth disabilities and their
famlies as well as their social environnent to ensure that the
support provi ded neets the actual need of the clients and renai ns
sustai nable. Hence, the scope of Nava eevana’' s support goes
substantial |y beyond nedical intervention and rehabilitation and
extends to the uplifting of the social and econonmic situation of
people with disabilities and their fanilies through incone
generation and |ivelihood prograns.

In the inmedi ate aftermath of the
tsunam , navaj eevana extended its regul ar services towards
energency relief activities and the whole teamwith the
overwhel nming support of private sector enpl oyees got invol ved in
the supply of cooked neal s, textiles, nedicines for el ders, toys for
the children and other essentia s as well as the provision of transport
facilities tothe tsunam affected areas. Furthernore, Navaj eevana
started in cooperation with the community of Kudawel | a and ot her
N33 with the cleaning of the debris, the cleaning up of the
devast ated areas, basic restorati on and sanitation prograns.

Afurther chal l enge i n these days was al so the assessnent
of the damage and the conpilation of reliable data on a regi onal
level. Reports and figures on the extent of the devastation were
conpiled at the Dvisiona Secretaria Tangalle and the t sunam -
affected vill ages were nat ched wth organi zati ons that pl edged support.

nthea ternath of thet sunam, there

was a large flow of foreign aid and there were

countl ess international organi zations, which cane

to the rescue of the residents of the Hanbantota

Dstrict who were battered by the tsunani carnage.
Theinitial priority was torestore theinfrastructure of the danaged
areas. It was estinated that the total reconstruction cost of the whol e
nation was WS 2.2 billion
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There was the all ocation of resources in nedi umand | ong
terns. The Gvernnent was to allocate 45%of the funds for the
Eastern Province, 19%for the North and 26%for the South of the
island. Rs. 330 hillion was allocated for the rehabilitation and
devel opnent of Galle, Mitara, Kosgoda, H kkaduwa, V¢liganma
and Tangalle, the latter was planned as a major restructuring
programunder the U ban Devel opnent Authority (UDA). The pl an
al so included the constructi on and operation of the Gl onbo port
and al so the devel opnent of the tourisminfrastructure which was
going to be juxtaposed wthit. The devel opnent of the Hanbant ot a
town actual |y began in 1910 under the |eadership of the emnent
British@vil servant and author Leonardvdol fe. If the plans that he
proposed at that tine were used, then the effects of the tsunam
actual Iy would have been nnim zed.

(ne of the many severely tsunani affected fisher villages
in the Hanbantota Ostrict under the Dvisional Secretariat of
Tangal | e wvas Kudawel | a. The communi ty of Kudawel | a had al r eady
a longstanding affiliation wth Navaj eevana since Navaj eevana
vol unteers have been working in the village since many years.

At the request of the |ocal governnent authorities and the
communi ty | eaders, Navaj eevana took on the task of rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the fisher village of Kudawella. Oh January
18, 2005, an MDJ between the O strict Secretary Hanbant ota and
Navaj eevana was executed. Navaj eevana submitted inmediately
a proposal for its post tsunanh activities in Kudawella toits nain
donor, the Qristoffel Bind Mssion ((BV in Gernany: Drector and
founder of Navaj eevana, M's Kunarini Wckranmasuriya says: “The
fact that BMassured us full support in our post tsunami activities
right fromthe outset isanatter of great satisfaction. Vé submtted
our project proposal on the post tsunam project in Kudawel | a and
the report wthin the first four days after the tsunam to (BMand
they have supported us since to the fullest.” Qonsidering the
di nension and chal |l enges faced by taking on the task of
rehabilitating the coomunity of Kudawella, Navajeevana
Devel opment Alternatives (NDA) was initiated by Navaj eevana as a
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sub project and the inpl enenting armof Navaj eevana for its post
tsunam project in Kudawel | a

The nain activities of NDAwere defined as fol l ows: Frstly,
the rehabilitation and devel opment of the physical environnent
(including reconstruction and repair as well as resettlenent)
Second, the economc rehabilitation and devel opnent of the
conmuni ty. Thrdy, the socid rehadlitati on and devel opnent of
the community. The activities of the NDA ai ned at the (i nmedi at €)
rehabilitation of the directly tsunam affected famlies/peopl e
wthout loosing sight of the overall devel opnent of the whol e
communi ty of Kudawel | a.

Hence, activities were to be designed and i npl enented in
such way that equal service delivery and benefit particuarly inthe
nedi umand | ong terminterventions of NDAw || hel p avoiding the
creation of a societal barrier between tsunanmi affected and non
af fected communi ty nenbers.

ne of the guiding principles of NDAwas the nai nst ream ng
of disability throughout all project activities: The NDA project
tailoredits activities insuch vay that people wthdisabilities (P)
whi ch represent one of the nost vul nerabl e groups particularly in
such a post crisis situation and their famlies are included at all
project stages and that their particular needs and denands are
net /i ncorporated throughout the whol e process of physical,
econonic and social rehabilitation. In such way, the uni que chance
of nainstreaming disability into the post tsunanmi rehabilitation
efforts will be taken to work towards a nore barrier free
environnent, greater visibility of PADs and attitudinal changes of
soci ety, PADs and their famlies.

Fur t her nor €, the community participation in the
pl anni ng, decision naking and inplenentation was a crucial
element of the NDA project to achieve cultural accessibility and
hence, the sustainability of the proect activities, in particuar of
the reallocation and resettl enent of people on new | and.
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The NDA proj ect teami ncl udes the Admini stration/FH nance
departnent, the construction departnent and the Soci o- econonic
departnent. To intensify the communication with the community,
the team al so extents to 5 socia nobiliser/volunteers from
Kudawel | a.

Ms. Kunarini Wckramasuriya stated that one of the naj or
ains of the NDA project was to go beyond the pure rehabilitation
of the physical environnent extending to the community
devel oprnent and rehabilitation on a nediumand | ong termbasi s.
Qut of the total popul ation of 5 951 i nhabitants in Kudawel | a, 2244
(according to Navaj eevana statistics) were directly affected by the
devast ating Tsunam. As aresult, 2140 peopl e have been di spl aced
of which 453 are under the age of 15 years. 56 persons lost their
lives and 5 persons are nissing. A survey conducted by Navaj eevana
field staff in January 2005 identified already a total of 64 people
wthdisabilities (PAs) affecteddirectly or indirectly by the tsunam,
22 of these are under the age of 20. In the inmedi ate aftermath of
the t sunam, 5 Tsunam commttees were forned in Kudawell a,
one in each Gana Nladhari Ovision (North, East, Vést, North and
South). The initial communication between Navaj eevana/ NDA and
the coomunity regarding their needs and the further planning of
the project took placeinjoint neetings wth all conmttee neners
and their presidents. The outcone of these discussions was the
basis for the further planning of the activities of NDA

The t sunam devast ated the lives o the
fishernmen of the Hanbantota O strict and this was deened as a
naj or blow as fisheries which was one of the nainstays of the
Hanbant ot a D strict econony. 80%of the resources were lost to
the district wth the tsunami according to the Hsheries Mnistry
statistics. There were 1200 multi day fishing craft, 800 one day
fishing craft and 12,800 traditional fishing craft which were totally
destroyed. A further 900 were partially damaged. Aso in the | ost
list were 850 boat engi nes and 850 fishing nets. Kudawella has a
smal | harbour and the fishing industry is the nai n source of incone.
Qher econonic activities revolve mainly round the fishing (e g.
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the production of dried fishthat is sold by bicycle traders) and the
coir industry that represents the nai n incone-generating sector
for wonen. Apart fromthat there is only few activities in the
produci ng or tertiary sector in Kudavwel | a

The econonmc damage to the village was trenendous:
About 90%of the fishery industry in Kudavel | a were af fected: The
fishery departnent of Tangalle clained in April 2005 the | oss of 16
Mil ti-Day boats (30 to 37') and 5 Qhe-Day boats (28') in Kudavel | a,
as wel |l as respective engines and nets. Furthernore, a total of 24
FRP (H breglass Reinforced P astic) 19° boats, 52 nechani zed
traditional canoes and 68 non-nechani zed canoes were danaged
beyond repar. Theloss of these boat s al so resulted i n a trenendous
i ncrease of the unenpl oynent rate in Kudawel la as Milti and Qnhe-
Day boats are usual |y manned wth 4 to 5 fishers.

Uhder its economic rehabilitation program NDA deci ded
in cooperation wth the community on supporting boat owners t hat
had lost one- and multi-day boats in the tsunam. The rational e
behind this decision was three fold: FHrstly, the myjority of |N33
provi ded i mmedi atel y after the tsunand snal | canoes and FRP boat s,
which resulted in an over supply conpared to the pre-tsunam
situation. Taking a so the increasi ng over-fishing of the coast d area
into consideration, the sustainabl e i ncone for everyone could in
such way not be ensured in the long run. And finally, the
rehabilitation of jobs for the fishernen on one-and nul ti day boat s
by replacing them provided the sustainable solution for the
trenendous unenpl oynent rate in the vill age.

The project anong the fishernen at the Kudawel | a H sheri es
village started with the identification and sel ection of those who
needed assistance and were eligible. It was agreed on a set of
docunents that had to be provi ded by each applicant to prove his/
her eligibility ensuring the transparency and fai rness of the sel ection
process. ‘Inthespirit of transparency, the sel ection was conduct ed
inseveral joint conmunity neetings giving everyone the optionto
participate in the process’, M. Jayanthi Ranasi nghe, O rector
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Soci 0- econom ¢ Devel opnent at NDA and a graduate of the
Gl onbo Lhi versity, said In suchwvay, the decision on whomshoul d
participate in the above project was nade together wth the
conmuni ty.

36 -year ol d Anura Mt hunal a i s one of these benefi ci ari es:
H is a fishernman from Kudawel | a, coming from generations of
fishernen. He had lost his nulti day boat in the tsunam: ‘M boat
was parked in front of ny house and | was at hone. Wen | heard
a |l oud noi se | peeped fromthe house to see the sea waves arriving
at a nmuch higher height. Qickly, | aerted al the nenbers of the
househol d and rapidly clinbed up the nountai n that was near our
house. A though we saved our lives, our property and the house
vwere totally damaged. The | oss was irreparable. V@ did not have
reserve funds and we could not get on wth our lives as the boat
that we had and that ensured our incone was al so destroyed', he
added w th disdai n.

Wien we were contenpl ating what was in store for us in
the future, we heard about the NDA program Ve thought first that
they would only help the disabled. But oninquiries, we learnt that
they supported bot h di sabl ed and non- di sabl ed peopl e. | have been
included in the he- and Milti-Day Boat programof NDA | now
have a new boat and | amsuccessfully working wth it. They al so
gave ne sone assi stance to repair the engine of the boat that was
fully destroyed. Vé were peopl e who were resol utel y i ndependent
and now we can continue wth our lives. It was due to the
encour agenent and the assi stance that we received fromNDA "

Next tothe rehabilitation of the fishery sector in Kudavell a,
anot her naj or focus of NDA's econonic rehabilitation activities,
was the rehabilitation of tsunamh affected micro enterprises: Atotal
of 328 mcro enterprises affected by the tsunam have been identified
inApril 2005 in Kudawel I a through a communi ty based assessnent .

The programained at the rehabilitation and uplifting of
snmall and nedium industry sector. The selection criteria were
anongst others to be a resident of Kudawel |l a and to prove that the
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busi ness danmaged or lost in the tsunam was registered in
Kudawel  a. The support provided by NDA was decided on an
individual basis wth each beneficiary according to the danage
assessed and the econonic situation of the beneficiary, who was
then al so responsi bl e for the proper accounting of funds recei ved by NDA

(he of the beneficiaries uder the nicro
enterpriserehabilitati on programme of NDAisMs. T. WK Sadika,
who was engaged in business wth her husband for the last 25
years: They had a reefer truck whi ch was used in their busi ness for
transporting fish under refrigeration. ‘Al that was lost in the
tsunami’, they told us when we net them “Qur entire bel ongi ngs
were washed away by the tsunam and we are yet in a tenporary
house. V¢ nortgaged our jewellery and hired a van so that we
could carry on wth the business that we were used to doi ng.

V& were provided with a financial contribution to purchase a new
engi ne of our destroyed van and it is this assistance that hel ped us
torebuild our lives', Ms Shalika spelt out gratefully.

M HK Nshantha is a trishawdriver in Kudawel | a Sout h who was
having a content lifewth his nother, wfe and son util thetsunam
vaves cane. He tells us: “I cane to the harbour on a hire and that
vas the tine that the killer waves arrived and that is the tine that
| fled for life. | rushed hone and | returned to the place | | eft the
trishawafter four days wthout any hope. |1 found the tri shawwhi ch
was blockedinacertainareabut | couldnot repair it. NDA provi ded
ne wth a financial contribution which enabled ne to repair ny
vehi cl e whi ch was a trenendous source of strength.”

Lhder the nicro enterprise rehabilitation programme, NDA
provi ded assi stance to a | arge nuniber of industries in Kudavwel | a:
M Lasi ka Sanj eevani whose | i vel i hood was in the apparel industry
needed assistance to purchase a new sew ng nachine; M. LY
Franci s was enabl ed to recommence his food busi ness for which
he is ‘immensely grateful to the Navaj eevana O gani zation’ whi ch
hel ped himto restore his life. These are the success stories and
there is a new generation of nason basses, carpenters, barbers,
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trishawdrivers, shop keepers whose |ives had been turned around
by the Navaj eevana/ NDA program

There was al so a three pronged credit |ine for these peopl e which
was devised by the CGentral Bank of Si Lanka. The establ i shrent
of the snall and nediumenterprises mcro credit for which the
assi stance canme from the Japan Bank for International
Gooperation(JBI Q, the Jeewana Shakthi program for snallest
ventures which is funded by the Lhited Nations Devel opnent
Progran{ UNDP) and the snal | est snmall and nedi umsal e fundi ng
proj ect naned Suhasana are the projects. The Reconstruction and
Devel opment Agency of the Central Bank has been the
i npl enenti ng agency for this project.

There were the two school s in the Kudawel | a village which were a
boon to the children of the area though, linmted in that the youth
take to early earnings through the fisheries industry at a young
age.

The damage to the Hummanaya biowhole
was al so a tremendous econonic loss to the people of the
Kudawel | a. The Blow Hole is a tourist attraction located in
Kudawel | a (one out of eight bl owhol es worl dwi de) and represents
the second najor |ocal resource after fishing. The local s believe
that this is the second largest of its kind in terns of size in the
world, but the best interns of attraction. Thereis also ablowho e
at Lhavatuna in the Gille Ostrict but the Kudawel la tourist spot
attracts as a natter of fact nore visitors. It is nest beautiful wth
the North East nonsoon and it isinthe nonth of June that it is nost
attractive S far, people profit by renting parki ng space, offering
gui ded tours or selling drinks, nmango preparations, pickle and pea
nuts and other food itens for the tourists and other local visitors
who relished on them There were also the sellers of various
servi ces such as phot ographs or sea shell s.

Though the tourists were returning to the Kudawel | a area,
nost of the stalls had been destroyed and it was NDA whi ch cane
totheir rescue. M LY. Ruman who |ived near the bl ow hol e al so
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had a smal | shop on the way to the bl ow hol e whi ch was naned as
the Gol Sot. Wen the wave cane, he had | eft everything in the
shop and had to carry his pregnant w fe | eaving the shop. H's shop
had suffered naj or damage and was restored wth the support of
NDA ‘The tourists have returned and now | amcarrying on with
the business as before’, he said. They are the proud parents of a
baby son. The son, Kavishkara Induwara is a delightful baby wth
an adorable smile and he is the cynosure of all eyes. Ruman
believes that the birth of his son brought himthe | uck that he needed
to restore the business. For the course of the future econonic
devel opnent of Kudawel | a, the assessnment of this touri smpotential
wll be essential.

The Governnent denarcat ed a 100 retre
zone in the devel opnent plans and it was decided that the all
construction of houses and of fice buil dings had to be behind that.
According to Governnment estinates, there were 383 fanilies in
Kudawel la fornerly living wthin this zone out of which 290 were
directly tsunam -affected. The construction activities of NDA
included the repair of houses beyond this initial 100mline, the
bui | di ng of new houses on private | and beyond the above line as
vell as the reallocation of 55 famlies fornerly living wthin the
buffer zone. The resettlenent site for the 55 famlies was near the
Mahawewa Lagoon on a nountain at the Pahajjawa area. In line
with NDAs guiding principle of inclusionof peoplewthdisabilities
andtheir fanmliesinal prgect activities, 15 houses out of the total
of 55 were in agreenent wth the cormunity reserved for fanmlies
wth a disabled famly nenber.

This site is steep but idyllic overlooking the Mihanwewa
| agoon. The chi ef architect of the houses as wel | as the conmunity
centre, which wll be constructed at the top of the site in August
2006, is M Anel a de Ml from @l onbo. Regardi ng the desi gn of
the 55 houses, NDA discussed with the community the issue of
architectural accessibility of all houses. Basic accessibility
standards were devel oped for all the houses including features
such as wder doors, levelled access to the lots and houses and
spaci ous toil ets, which benefit the whol e community includi ng the
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elderly or people with nobility inpairnment. Furthernore, the
houses for people wth a nobility inpairnent were nodified to
the individual needs, together wth the house owner, the Inclusion
Oficer of NDA, Ms Sarojani and Ms Samant ha Whybr ow
(Accessi bility Advi sor fromJohn G oons) whi ch i ncl uded provi si on
of handrails, grab bars or bat hroom devi ces.

The principle of accessibility is followed throughout the
whol e site, including the roads, which wll have landing bays to
enabl e elderly and people wth a nobility inpairnent to nanage
the steep hill. As for the sewerage system Bo cell Septic tank
units have been installed on each lot. The unique feature about
thisis that it recycles the waste and pl oughs the recycl ed wast er
back intothesoil. Sfar, the NDA housi ng has gai ned an excel | ent
reputation as an exanpl e of how disability can be nai nstreaned
into the post tsunani rehabilitation efforts naki ng use of a uni que
chance towards a nore barrier free environnent in Si Lanka. The
consul t ant engi neer, M. David Hirisinghe, says that this housing
schene creation wll definitely serve as a role nodel in the post
t sunam reconstruction activities.

Expr €SSI Ng his vi EeW5, M Hiirisinghe says: “It
isthe children of these hones who wll benefit nost since they wil
have all the facilities such as electricity and other anentias
supporting their studies. They wil have fish as a part of their diet
which wll nake their brains strong. “He believes that all of them
wll nake a significant contributionto the country wth the passage
of tinme. BMco-worker M Christina Lidzba, the Project Manager
of NDA says: “V¢ havetargeted the conpl eti on of the NDA proj ect
by My 2007 but a ngjority of the construction work will be over at
the end of 2006. Qur biggest target was the sustai nabl e devel opnent
of all these areas which were affected by the tsunam. Ve did not
nerely want to provide thenwth housing and vani sh from here.
V¢ wanted to go beyond rehabilitation extending NDA activities to
econonic and soci al devel opnent.” M Li dzba has been working in
i Lanka for 2 years prior to the tsunamh and it was particularly
that experience that assisted her in the nmanagenent of the NDA

proj ect.
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ne of the nai n ai ns of the Pahaj ana housi ng project is to narrow
the differences between the new housing scheme and the
nei ghbouring areas and what is attenpted is an integrated
communi ty devel opnent system The neighboring villages are:
Mahawel | a, Moraketiara, Mihawel a and Nakul ugana. Next to the
real | ocati on housi ng scherme, NDA al so provides support for
Kudawel  a community nenbers whose house got conpletely
destroyed and nowwant to built a new house on private land. A
the tine of our visit at NDA already 43 houses were conpl eted
under the program

he funds were provided in eight installnents and

adequate progress is required for the approval of

each installnent. The quality control and site

nonitoring i s done by the technical teamof NDA

whi ch assi sts the beneficiaries throughout the

construction process wth advise. M. Fiyantha
Véni gabadu is the one who had his house Conpl eted under this
NDA program Heis a 38 year ol d man who is narried and has four
children, of which one son; Amla was swept away by the tsunam.
Ms. Newet Daluwvatte is hiswfe. Heis afishernan and they have
been living at a place called Kudawel | a Mderavatte prior to the
tsunan.. He lost three of his close friends who a so lost heir |ives
and was in no nood to recollect his life at this stage. ‘& have
gone through tough tines and | have lost a child and al | property
and it is thanks to the Gvernnent that we got the funds to buy the
land. rnnent that we got the funds to buy the I and.

The Navaj eevana Devel opnent Alternatives assisted us in
building this house by providing us wth financial as well as
technical support throughout the construction work’, he said,
choking wth enotion. He said that the receiving the contribution
for building their new house was trenendous and now he is
confident of drinking sone porridge and sl eeping, he said while a
streamof tears neandered fromhis eyes. Oh the wall in front of
whi ch he was sitting during our visit, we noticed a franed photo
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showng al | the nenbers ofhis fanily prior tothe disaster. confident
of drinking sone porridge and sl eeping, he said while a streamof
tears neandered fromhis eyes. On the wall in front of which he
was sitting during our visit, we noticed a franed photo show ng al |
the nenbers of his famly prior to the disaster.

In the repair programme, the repair of 40 houses was
conpl eted by NDA while another 46 were under construction at
the tine of our visit. Uhder this programme, each danaged house
was assessed by the technical teamof NDAin cooperationwth the
house owner and the danage was neasured. e of the team
nenbers in the technical teamis M. Sunathi pda Abeydheera
who was a wel | known soci al worker in Tangalle. M. Abeydheera’ s
w de and rich experiences was of immense val ue to this program

Besi des the housing units, the | ocal prinary school, one pre-school
was destroyed whi ch had a special unit for childrenwth disabilities.
The school is currently reconstructed under UN CH- patronage at
Jayaw ckrena Maha M dyal aya at Kudawel | a. For the internediate
period until conpletion of the construction, NDA has built a
tenporary class room for 16 children with disabilities from
Kudavel | a to ensure their education.

Inadditiontothe restorati on o trelives of
the community nenbers, it was the idea of NDA to restore the
envi ronnent of the area that was damaged with the tsunanm. A so
onthe priority list was the Vehel uwi | a Reservoir which is al so one
of the key wetlands of the Kudawella North area. This traditional
environnent site was severely danaged by the tsunam wth all
the debris flowed into the site. NDA prepared a plan for the
restoration of the reservoir which was to enable the residents to
consune its water again. M. Noran Yasihlal, Comunity

The Devel opnent Gficer at NDA expl ai ned that there were
265 famlies who were dependant inthe fresh vater fishfor aliving
and the restoration of the reservoir was instrunental inthe return
of the bio diversity. It is heartening to note that the NDA project
consi dered the environnental aspects as well as a core conponent
i n sustai nabl e devel opnent .
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Ahighligt of the prgect IS itsfleitility adthe
great degree of community participation which nade it unique.
The project by itself was peopl e friendy, accessible and revol ved
round the participation of the beneficiaries. The cornerstone of the
projects was the social stability and equality. It aneda udifting
the st andards of the peopl € s |ives economcally as well as socially.
The nane Navaj eevana i s an enbodi nent of the restoration of the
lives of this tsunanh battered peopl e and the newl ease of |ife that
they received through it @

A new day : a new Begi nni ng
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11 N THH R LI VES

hesigt is firny entrenchedin e

menory. Wat | sawthat day shall never fade awnay

fromny menory,renini sces Sanasevaya Soci al

Devel opment O ganization Gordinator Lalitha
Qnavardana. In the inmedi ate aftermath of the 2004 Decenber
26 tsunami, four vehicles carrying Sanasevaya vol unteers were
nearing the Trinconmal ee Town on the way to nearby K nniya-3
village sone 12 Kiloneters away. The Samasevaya Vol unteers
were in a nercy mssion, for the people of K nniya-3 who | ost
around 560 | ives together wth their property to the unfol ded. Hordes
of starving children with bl ackened bodi es descended on the
convoy fromnearby hillocks, fromwhere they were keeping vigil
for any relief supply vehicle coming up the wnding road. The
perpl exed vol unteers saw the desperation in their hol | oned eyes.
The vol unteers instead of going to the village of K nniya-3 decided
to distributed food parcels, then and there. A volunteer |ater
recalled that it was amazing to see the scarecrow like figures
gobbling food as fast as their jaws could work. For the relief team
this episode was a reflection of the hunger prevalent in the area

The first batch of vol unteers conprising 15 Buddhi st nonks
and 20 activists cane fromthe villages of Meegasyaya and
I ndi aspathana all Snhala MIlages in the Auradhapura Dstrict.



They brought w th them 2000 cooked food packets and anongst
others such basic requirenents viz. nedicine, clothes edible ail,
fuel and nost inportantly cooking utensils. The party arrived at
the Mbsl emvil lage of Kinniya 3, accessible after aferry crossi ng of
the sea. Qice they reached the Kinniya-3 village, the priority task
vas to find a place to set up a coordinating centre for relief work.
The first place they | ooked was the Zonal Education office. But the
staff thensel ves displ aced by the tsunam was not very receptive
tothe idea of setting up a N@Drelief center intheir office.

her eaf ter, the Sanmasevaya group

went to the police station for direction. From
i nfornmation gl eaned t hey deci ded to approach the
U ana or the Mbsl em Theol ogi ans Gouncil known
as the AyatullaBoard. Fortunately there was a
Mosl em police constable named Mahan who was al so a
Sanasevaya vol unteer. The Ayatulla Board at first was wary of the
volunteers, as there were wolves in sheeps clothing, robbers
comng to the disaster areain guise of relief workers. Fortunately,
there was a Mbsl empol i ce constable in the Kinniya Police station
naned Sergeant Mhan, who was al so a Samasevaya vol unt eer.
The policeman undertook to convey the predi canent of the
vol unteers to the Ayatull a Board. The conbined efforts of all bore
fruit and the Samasevaya volunteers were able to obtain the
Assi stant governnent Agents of fice to establish as their nakeshift
Headquarters. Wien a foothold was thus gained, Menike
Veer asi nghe Deputy Secretary of Samasevaya and a teacher by
prof essi on sunmed up the col | ective resol ve of the relief workers.

“W shall work to the best of our collective abilities”.

n arrival at the village of Kinniya-3, the Samasevaya team
got clicking. Frst task was to feed the stricken people. In feat of
true conpassion, a Buddha Putra -Ven. Kandaketiye Sumana
Rat ana set up a communal kitchen and cooked food hi nsel f.
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It was necessary to clear the backlog of debris. The
Sanasevaya teamwth the help of the villagers and a backhoe,
cleared debris fromthe area. onstabl e Mahath of Kinniya Poli ce,
who joined the clearing operation, remnisces howin that fateful
norni ng waves came over Palnyrah trees and swept inland
flattening houses. An immediate task was setting up of refugee
canps, which proved |aborious due to lack of suitable land. The
Sanmasevaya in a short spell of activismbuilt four canps in the
cleared | and. However, the scarcity of drinki ng water posed a naj or
obstacle to the rehabilitation effort.

| n assi sti ng thelocas, thevounteers hadtotake
into account the socio religious sentinents of the Mslem
conmuni ty. Taking into account the traditional Islamc religious
t aboos concerni ng wonen, the Sanasevaya teamwas faced with
the probl emof getting wonen, to do nanual work. However, as an
initial step towards this end, the volunteers explained to the
community the need to get themorganized in order to undertake
the formdabl e t asks |ying ahead. To pave the way, in harnessing
fenal e | abour a Mbsl emcl ergy from Anuradhapura Mul avi  Shei ya
Mbhaned was brought in to intervene on behal f of the Sanasevaya,
the Mulavi skillfully hand ed the task of convincing the loca clergy
about the necessity of community participation in the rebuilding
process. A new concept Cash for Wrk was inaugurated. Unhder
this programme, Sanasevaya paid Rs.10,000 to a famly unit and
70 famlies were engaged i n construction work as an i nducenent,
the wonen were paid a wage of Rs.350 in respect of a days work.
The Samasevaya decided to stipulate that 30 per cent of the work
force shoul d be conposed of fenal es. Asocial change took pl ace.
Heret o conservative wonen pitched in with nen fol k i n achi eving
a common goal . Sowy but surely, the reconstruction effort began
to take off the ground. Hrst Ad centers were started and peopl e
were taught Frst Aid. Encouraged by the success, Samasevaya
vol unt eers endeavored to establi sh a Montessori. Assistance from
abroad was solicited and the S.Afred s School WK provi ded
naterial assistance to set up a Mintessori school wth 20 children.

Ryt hmin their Lives
Samasevaya




Wth all the materia assistance the task of rebuilding the
shattered vill age woul d have been i nconpl ete if the villagers nental
state that froma state of apathy to that of sel f-confidence was not
restored. Samasevaya councillors trained in psychol ogy offered
counci | linguistic services tothe traunatized children and adults
who had lost |oved ones. said Qunawardena, a Samasevaya
vol unteer trained in counseling. The vol unteers adopted sone of
the children who had lost both parents in the tsunam. A w dow s
vel fare service was inaugurated. As the relief effort gathered
nonent um the Sanasevaya vol unteers fromother districts cane
toassist the Knniya-3 vill age.

A student exchange progranme gt in nation

Two Children s Societies were set up.

Advi sory societies were established. FHshing, whichis the
princi pal neans of |ivehood anongst the community | ay devast at ed
by the angry waves of the once benevol ent sea, which sustai ned
the fisher fdk Towards the revival of the fishing industry, the
Sanmasevaya est ablished four fisheries societies. To conpl enent
the effort Fshing gear was given to fishernan, along wth four
boats. A Fsheries Véek was declared. In addition classes were
held for fisherman where they could interact with vol unteer
personnel . Initially 28 fishernen attended these classes. Inter
religious corporation had been established by the Samasevaya.
The community was injected with new ent husiasmand the Vérld
Food Day was cel ebrat ed.

An onerous task of repairing roads, was undert aken.

A special nention is due to the Gvernnent Agent of the
area who supported the reconstruction and rehabilitation task by
synchroni zing the efforts of N@Ds wth that of the governnnent.

However abuses are evident. In the post tsunam period the
20x12 refugee canps continue to be occupi ed not necessarily by
refugees. Tragically the crammed refugee canps have becone an
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asyl umcenter for various unscrupul ous persons, who were victins
of the dependency syndrone, whi ch acconpani es cat astrophes. It
was evident that sone of the refugee canp i nnates, who were not
residents of the tsunam stricken costal, were posing as refugees
nerely to enjoy welfare benefits given to refugees.

The post tsunam The Kinniya-3 village is nowa placid village.
The Sanasevaya HQwas rel ocated to (onstabl e Sahan’ s rest ored
house. In our recent visit to Kmia3, we sawa pretty little girl,
who had lost both of her parents inthe tsunam disaster, being
cared by rel atives. Even nowthe Sanmasevaya Vol unteers periodical |y
vists the village and nonitors activity. It was evident tous that the
villagers have placed their trust upon the vol unteers. Perhaps the
brightest thing ever, was that the Samasevaya teamhad transf or ned
the villager's fromcrisis drivento a crisis responsive |l ot @

Ryt hmin their Lives
Samasevaya




DEDI CATI ON

Ther jouney ves atrdy parfd adtiringoe A oe
osvepdnt inthsdfficdt and arduous journey, they cane
eoross the witer.

They never vavered, but stood their ground firnhy like &
torering ligt-house. With courage and det ermineti on they faced
dl dstades ad travails, nativated by ther utinste amad
Cresting a better tonorron. A tines, they even hed to face 4
Certain anount of indi gnance and bl ane. Notw t hst andi ng t hese
obstacl es, they forged ahead wth their mission wth a true
hunani tarian ol ook, preservingtheir idetity a the sanetine,
naode tohbuldan eviroment-friedy verld

nsequent |y, averldta dly friend y to the envi roment
s bound to gypear a sone cete inthe fuue ad there wil be
t housands of pegd e wo love the erviroment. Their foat-prints
Wil neturd |y be engraved inthe checkered histary. This bokis
dedi cated wth honour to such ING3, N33, B3, GH,
Rivae Scta ad Indvidd attivitists as vel as those wo
sincerd y | ove the Sista neld e Hinan Bevel et and Sxdd Justi c.




